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God's Place for Me 


By Mary Hutchison 

“Lord, thou hast been out dwelling place 

in all generations” (Psa. 90:1). 
HIS is the place that Thou hast made 
for me; 

Lord, let me serve Thee here. 
Lord, make my life a testimony now, 

My witness clear. 


Others may serve Thee in a foreign land. 


Some may walk a calm and peaceful ‘ 


pace. 
Here, in the midst of movement and of 
change, 
This is my place. 


May I not\question why I came this way 
Nor long for scenes more dear. 
This is the place that Thou hast made 
for me. 
Let me serve here. 


we 


Is There Sunshine in Your Heart? 


However great may be the gloom in 
our own hearts, it is not too thick for God 
to penetrate. He can still say, “Let 
there be light,” and there will be sun- 
shine in our hearts, shedding forth spir- 
itual warmth and light to others. It is 
God’s will that this should be the state 
of every believer’s heart. But in His 
inscrutable wisdom He has made man 


‘ 


ef Christ. 


a free agent and willful sin brings a 
cloud between the Christian and his 
Heavenly Father. Sometimes _we may 
sing with others, “There Is Sunshine in 
My Soul Today,” and know very well 
that for us it is not literally true be- 
cause of a cloud of sin which dims the 
light. But there is a remedy for this 
provided we are willing to have it re- 
moved. It is the same for the unsaved 
and the saved, that is, the atoning blood 
The unsaved needs to ac- 
knowledge that he is a sinner and be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
personal Saviour. The saved man needs 
to make an unqualified confession of 
his sin, which implies a willingness to 
turn from it. God has said, “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
So, if our circumstances are dark and 
the darkness seems to penetrate into the 
depths of our heart, as clammy wisps 
of fog-float through the portholes and 
down the ‘companionways of a ship at 
sea, even then God can lighten our 
gloom and give us back the sunshine in 
our hearts. After the first creation there 
was chaos “and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of 


= 


God moved upon the face of the waters. 
And God said, Let there be light: and 
there was light” (Gen; 1:2, 3). If God 
could thus change the aspect of the 
whole world by a spoken word and 
through the action of His Spirit, surely 
He can cause Heaven’s light to shine in 
a troubled human heart. What we need 
to do is to lay ourselves completely open 
to the power of the Spirit and the writ- 
ten Word. He may first point out the 
cause of the cloud and ask us to do our 
part to remove it by confession and re- 
newed surrender. Then Hé may lead 
us to some glorious promise in the writ- 
ten Word which will complete the work 
of dispelling the darkness; such as this, 
“Who is among you that feareth the 
Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his serv- 
ant, that walketh in darkness, and hath 
no light? let him trust in the name of 
the Lord, and stay upon his God” (Isa. 
50:10); or this, “Then spake Jesus again 
unto them, saying, I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life’ (John 8:12). We cannot 
altogether escape the darkness of this 
world as long as we are in it, but it can 
be kept out of our hearts by the Spirit 
and the Word. 


Brighter Aspects of the Chiistion Life 


UCH is said of the trials of Chris- 
M tian work. These are real and 

frequent, for everywhere it is 
attacked from within and without by 
three great enemies: the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil; and this last Enemy mar- 
shals against it “principalities 
powers .. . rulers of the darkness of 
this world, spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12). About the time we 
think the world no longer holds much 
interest for us, and the Devil is tem- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Commit thy way unto the Lord; 
trust also in him; and he shall 
bring it to pass” (Psa. 7:5). 














porarily at bay, the flesh, or human 
nature, rears its ugly head and stirs up 
trouble from within. On the foreign 
fields missionaries are opposed by the 
formidable giants of heathenism, Com- 
munism, or Roman Catholicism. Cer- 
tainly it is a warfare without armistice, 
which cannot be fought with carnal 
weapons, but must be waged in the 
strength of the Lord with “the whole 
armour of God”; but, thanks be to God, 
the ultimate victory is sure, and even 
here and now there are rich and won- 
derful compensations. It may rest the 
mind and refresh the spirit to turn away 
for a few moments from the. sterner 
aspects of the conflict and think of the 
present and future blessings which are 
the right of everyone redeemed by the 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Peace Witn Gop 


What a source of joy and thanksgiving 
it is to remember that our sins are for- 
given! All those awful specters of the 
past, which once had power to rise up 
and accuse us, have been laid low at 
Calvary. “Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). No 
longer is it necessary to try to “make 
our peace with God,” for that has been 
done by Christ Himself. He paid the 
penalty and it can no longer be held 
against us. 

Forty-four years ago a boy had an 
accident, which cost his father a lot of 
money in doctors’ and hospital bills. 
There was at the time an outstanding 
dentist bill, and in due time the old 
dentist, a friend of the family, sent his 
bill. But it was a most unusual bill, for 
at the place where the amount had been 
written a hole was burned through the 
paper with a match! That is a faint 
picture of what Christ has done with 
our sins: “Blotting out the handwriting 
of ordinances that was against us, which 
was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his cross” (Col. 
2:14). Are we thankful enough for the 
inestimable blessing of sins forgiven? 

Let me sing—for the glory of Heaven 

Like a sunbeam has swept o’er my 


heart; 
I would praise Thee for sins all forgiven, 
For Thy love, which shall never depart 


A song of a sinner forgiven, 
And a song that is music to Thee; 
A song of a pilgrim to Heaven, 
Yes, a song from a sinner like me! 
—S. Trevor Francis. 


THE Peace or Gop 


The foundation of peace of mind, 
which thousands are seeking, must be 
laid in the removal of guilt by the blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. The structure 
of a life built on any other base will 
crumble under stress. “For other foun- 
dation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). But 
when the sin question is settled, and one 
has the assurance of pardon, and thus 
has peace with God, then he may go on 
to know “the peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding.” This is directly 
connected with letting our requests be 
made known unto God, “by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving,” and it 
will keep our “hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6, 7). It is a very 
great blessing to know that we are at 
peace with God in respect to the guilt 
of past sins; and to have His peace in 
our hearts through all the circumstances 
of life. Peace of mind is something that 
everyone wants, but few will take in 
God’s way. It cannot be obtained natu- 
rally, but it is a supernatural gift from 
God to all who have received His Son 
and are trusting in Him. 


WorKING FOR ETERNITY 


Many who work only for a living in 
this world finally come to the place 
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where the drudgery and routine of life 
appalls them and they become “sick and 
tired” of it all. But for a Christian 
whose aim is to glorify God, the drudg- 
ery and routine-of life are softened and 
the sense of futility is overcome by the 
knowledge that he is working for eter- 
nity. The mother in the home and the 
father at his work, the school and col- 


lege teachers, the nurses and the doctors, 


and Christian men and women in every 
legitimate occupation look to God as 
their supreme Master, knowing that He 
is just and all-seeing, not forgetting 
whatever is done for His sake. And 
the results of their work stretch beyond 
this short life into eternity. 


CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 


No merely human fraternity or social 
organization has bonds so strong, real, 
and lasting as Christian fellowship. In 
fact, many man-made fraternal societies 
are travesties of the true union enjoyed 
by all believers in Christ. When Chris- 
tians meet each other for the first time, 
though they may be from different parts 
of this country or of the world, it*does 
not ‘take them long to discover mutual 
friends. Even if they do not speak the 
same language, the bond of felloWship is 
felt; and Americans traveling in foreign 
mission fields can sense their oneness 
with other believers in warm hand- 
clasps, the bright smiles of those who 
know Christ, and in the cheerful warmth 
that seems to be in the very atmosphere 
in their assemblies. It is also a well- 
known fact that, in time of sickness or 
other trouble, a Christian neighbor. or 
fellow church member is better than a 
cold, unbelieving brother or sister, 


The basic reason for this world-wide 
fellowship of believers is found in such 
passages as this: “But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
pis from all sin” (1 John 1:7). It isa 
blood relationship, begun at Calvary. 


REWARDS 


The late Dr. Howard Taylor, son ot * 
Hudson Taylor, said to the writer many 
years ago that he was looking forward 
with joyful anticipation to the rewards 
which he believed he would receive 
from God. Many Christians—perhaps 
through a false humility—feel that it is 
not right to do this. But, as Dr. Taylor 
said, surely there is nothing wrong in 
it for we have the example of the Lord 
Jesus, “who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2). 
From the same Bible book comes this 
encouraging promise: “For God is not 
unrighteous to forget your work and 
labour of love, which ye have shewed 
toward his name, in that ye have min- 
istered to the saints, and do minister” 


(Continued on page 686) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


“| Love To Hear the Story” 


In your issue of June 9, in “From the 
Platform,” lesson for June 24th, one 
of the suggested hymns is, “I Love to 
Hear the Story.” 

Is this a printer’s error or is there a 
hymn entitled “I Love to Hear the 
Story’? If there is I would like to 
know the name of the hymnal in 
which is appears. 

I hope it is an error, for there is a 
world of difference between “hearing” 
and “telling” the story. 

Please overlook my penmanship as 
I have just passed my ninetieth mile- 
stone and believe I am one of your 
oldest. subscribers—A Pennsylvania 
reader. 


Mr. Harris was careful to give the cor- 
rect title of the hymn and it was 
checked in the Times office before the 
issue went to press. The hymn is num- 
ber 510 in the “Immanue! Hymnal,” 
edited by Ernest Gordon; the words 
were written by Emily Huntington Mil- 
ler and the music is taken from a ‘Swiss 


* folk-song. The hymn is also found in 


the “Church Hymnal” of the General 
Synod of the Church of Ireland (Oxford 
University Press); and in “The Canadian 
Baptist Church Hymnal” (Psalms and 
Hymns Trust, 22a Furnival Street, Lon- 
don, 1900). 

By coincidence in the same issue with 
Mr. Harris’s mention of this hymn there 
was a note saying that the Biola Book 
Room in Los Angeles had a limited num- 
ber of copies of Mr. Gordon’s hymnal, 
for sale. But a recent letter from the 
Book Room says that its supply is com- 
pletely exhausted and that some fifty 
orders were received which could not be 
filled. The hymnal is out of print and 
the Trmes does not know where other 
copies may be obtained. 

The complete hymn is as follows: 


1. I love to hear the story 

Which heavenly voices tell, 

How once the King of Glory 
Came down on earth to dwell. 

I am both weak and sinful; 

But I surely know 

The Lord came down to save mc 
Because He loved me so. 


2. I'm glad my blessed Saviour 

Was once a child like me, 

To show how pure and holy 
His little ones might be; 
And, if I follow in His 
Footsteps here below, 

He never will forget me 
Because He loves me so. 


3. To sing His love and mercy 

My sweetest songs I'il raise, 
And, though I cannot see Him, 
I know He hears my praise; 
For He has surely promised 
Even I can go 

To sing among the blessed 
Because He loves me so. 


Nothing can be so enduring as the joy 
of the Lord.—Dr. Northcote Deck. 
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I. Everlasting Life Through Christ 


What it means to the saved who die and 
those who will be living at Christ's coming 


‘““ . ND God said, Let us make man 
in our image, after our like- 
ness .. . So God created man 

in his own image, in the image of God 

created he him” (Gen. 1:26, 27). 

. Since God is a Spirit, and immortal, 

His image and likeness did not resemble 
dust. Adam’s body, therefore, was not 
the image of God. He needed something 
more to make him an image of the in- 
visible God. “And the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living soul” 
(Gen. 2:7). 

A living being, such as the lower ani- 
mal creation might be designated, was 
not enough to stamp him with God’s 
likeness. He required the divine breath. 
As proof of man’s high state, Luke traces 
the genealogy back to Adam, “which 
was the son of God”; and Jesus, refer- 
ring to Psalm 82:6, answered the Jews, 
“Is it not written in your law, I said, 
Ye are gods?” (John 10;34.) 

We must understand the high estate of 
man at his creation in order to realize 
the terrible tragedy of his sin which 
separated him from his Maker, and 
brought the sentence of death-upon his 
descendants. 

“But of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:17). 


How Were the Patriarchs Saved? 


As Adam did not drop dead on the 
day he disobeyed (he lived to be 930), 
the death penalty fell on his soul. That 
death was. separation from God; and, 
unless the man Adam could be reunited 
to his Heavenly Father, through repent- 
ance and faith, the final end would be 
everlasting destruction. 

Just how long Adam might have lived 
in his body of dust if he had not sin- 
ned has not been revealed to us. Per- 
haps he would have lived until his pro- 
bation was completed, and then been 
translated as Enoch was. But this we 
do know, through the everlasting mercy, 
provided by the blood “of the Lamb 
Slain from the foundation of the world,” 
the Judge reserved the right to revoke 
the sentence of death in behalf of all 
who returned to God. Hence, Enoch 
who was under the same sentence of 
death, believed in God, and “walked 
with God: and he was not; for God took 
him” (Gen. 5:24). Elijah was another 


servant of God, who was not held under 
the sentence of death. 

It is abundantly clear, moreover, that 
the patriarchs and other Old Testament 


Mr. Roberts, an ordained minister, 
has found the teaching rather preva- 
lent that “regardless of our salva- 
tion, and acceptance of eternal life 
though Christ, death reduces both 
the saved and unsaved to senseless 
dust, until the resurrection.” It is 
said that “Christ’s words, ‘He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life,’ ‘and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die,’ ‘and 
I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish,’ are null and 
void until after the resurrection.” 
He has therefore written this article 
to show what the New Testament 
really teaches concerning eternal 
life. His study will be published in 
~two installments. 








characters who pleased God were deliv- 
ered from the penalty of spiritual death. 
To make this point perfectly clear, in 
His reply to the Sadducees who held 
that death is the final end of human life, 
the Lord Jesus said, “Now that the dead 
are raised, even Moses shewed at the 
bush, when he called the Lord the God 
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob. For he is not a God 
of the dead, but of the living: for all 
live unto him” (Luke 20:37, 38; Mark 
12:26, 27). Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
therefore are alive in their spirits in) 
Paradise. But if man were without soul, 
or spirit, when his body returns to dust, 
he could in no way be thought of as 
living. 

In the Book of Job, Eliphaz spoke of 
“mortal man,” but further on in the 
same Book, Elihu declared, “But there 
is a spirit in man: and the inspiration 
of the Almighty giveth them under- 
standing” (Job 32:8). To avoid any ap- 
parent contradiction, it is well to keep 
in mind the teaching so clearly given by 
Paul: “Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 
“For if by one man’s offence death 
reigned by one; much more they which 
receive abundance of grace and of the 
gift of righteousness shall reign in life 
by one, Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:17). 


As explained before, physical death’ 


was not visited upon Adam and Eve on 
the day when they disobeyed, but spir- 
itual death was. Their bodies, however, 
which originally may have been de- 
signed for sudden transformation and 
translation, partook of mortality, so that 
they died. While we have not been told 





By J. D. ROBERTS 


in so many words of their repentance 
and return to God in faith, as Enoch 
and Noah turned to Him, it is clear that 
they did so to the salvation of their 
souls. And then it could have been 
said of them as of the Prodigal Son, “For 
this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found” (Luke 
15: 24). 

The sad words, “Thou shalt surely 
die” (Gen. 2:17), are fully explained to 
us in various Bible passages, such as, 
“But she that liveth in pleasure is dead 
while she liveth” (1 Tim. 5:6). “And 
you hath he quickened, who were dead 
in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). “We 
know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren. 
He that loveth not his brother abideth 
in death” (1 John 3:14). “To be car- 
nally minded is death” (Rom. 8:6). 
“Trees whose fruit withereth, without 
fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the 
roots” (Jude 12). 


The Spirit Not Destined To Die 


Because of sin, therefore, physical 
death is certain, unless through thé ac- 
ceptance of God’s salvation we remain 
until the coming of the Lord, at which 
time our bodies will be changed; but, 
for the believer in Christ, who puts off 
his garment of flesh prior to Christ's 
coming, there is also the assurance that 
absence from the body means being 
present with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:8). 
Bible interpreters who put undue em- 
phasis on the meaning of “mortal man,” 
should recall that Eliphaz who spoke 
these words was one of the three friends 
of Job of whom God said, “My wrath 
is kindled against thee, and against thy 
two friends: for ye have not spoken of 
me the thing that is right, as my serv- 
ant Job hath” (Job 42:7). Elihu, who 
said, “There is a spirit in man” (32:8), 
was not one of the three who were re- 
buked for their lack of understanding. 
He might have been subject to criticism 
if he had stated that the breath in man 
is his spirit, his only soul. 

Let us search for further Bible proof 
that the spirits of God’s children are 
real entities, and that they are not des- 
tined to die when the bodies of dust 
return to the earth. Consider these say- 
ings: “Fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul” 
(Matt. 10:28). “Watch and pray, that 
ye enter not into temptation: the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” 
(Matt. 26:41). “For what man knoweth 
the things of a man, save the spirit of 
man which is in him?” (1 Cor. 2:11.) 


(Continued on page 685) 
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Plans for Fall and Winter in Your School 


Tested methods that will make for greater efficiency 


Training the Future Church 
By Bessie Jones Winterberg 


ad ean Sunday school children of to- 
day are the future church of to- 
morrow.” Do these words startle you? 
Why not take a survey of your junior 
Sunday school? What kind of future 
church do you visualize from this sur- 
vey—irregular attendance?—inattentive- 
ness to the worship service?—irreverence 
for the house of God?—poorly trained 
teachers, lacking in Biblical knowledge? 
—musicians that are ill at ease? 

If any of these conditions exist, then 
your junior Sunday school is failing in 
one of its primary purposes, that of 
serving as a training class for future 
church members. 

The time our junior Sunday school is 
assembled together is called “The Chil- 
dren’s Hour.” The superintendent and 
all the teachers look upon this hour 
as an active training period, and feel 
that their job is to serve as inspirational 
guides. 

The first ten minutes of “The Chil- 
dren’s Hour” is devoted to “Chorus 
Time.” Two sisters, one from junior high 
school, serve as chorus leader and 
pianist, and they make a wonderful team 
that may develop into a child evange- 
lism team when they are older. 

“The Worship Time” is entirely con- 
ducted by the children. Each takes a 
turn leading the devotions. They be- 
come familiar with the Bible by choos- 
ing their own Scripture, and learn to 
appreciate the great truths of God’s 
Word. This period is followed by a 
special musical number, either vocal or 
instrumental. 

By coming before others of their own 
age group, these children are learning 
poise and platform manners. Later as 
adults, they will not stammer or apolo- 
gize unnecessarily when asked to read, 
speak, play, or sing in church. 

In their class periods, they learn to 
lead discussion groups, to gather mate- 
rial and debate on certain subjects, and 
to speak clearly and decisively in group 
meetings.’ They learn the rudiments of 
majority rule by voting on class proj- 
ects, and they learn .Christian sports- 
manship by participation in contests. 
These contests also stimulate regular at- 
tendance and punctuality. Members of 
each class take turns with secretarial 
duties by keeping class records, and thus 
learn the importance of well-kept rec- 
ords. 

In the “Story Time” after classes, mis- 
sionary stories are often emphasized be- 
cause future church members need to 
be missionary minded. 





In “Prayer Time” children are encour- 
aged to pray aloud, if only short sen- 
tence prayers, for: many adult church 
members have lost the ability to lead 
the church in audible prayer. 

And since the main requirement for 
church membership in our church is a 
born-again experience of salvation in the 
heart, we endeavor to lead each child 
into a vital relationship with the Sav- 
iour. We stress the fact that the teach- 
ers and the superintendent are always 
glad to pray with and counsel an indi- 
vidual need at any time. 

The children) are urged to stay for the 
following church service in the audito- 
rium, and this is further encouraged 
by a combined assembly of the Senior 
and Junior departments in the audito- 
rium at the close of the Sunday school 
hour. There is no break or ‘definite dis- 
missal between Sunday school and the 
church service, and fully ninety-five per 
cent of the children do stay. Most of 
them sit with their parents, who have 
brought them, not sent them, to Sunday 
school. 

Ours is a growing church, endeavor- 
ing to serve the Lord by training the 
Sunday school children of today to be- 
come good church members of tomorrow! 


GILLINGHAM, WIs. 


Promotion Sunday Programs 
By Elizabeth W. Sudlow 


ROMOTION Sunday is an important 

event in any Bible school, and where 
a special program is prepared it can be 
of a nature that will attract parents and 
visitors, and yet not take time from the 
regular lesson period to prepare. Oc- 
casionally we find a school where a 
special program has taken weeks to pre- 
pare and much of the precious time 
allotted to the lesson has been sacri- 
ficed to getting ready for the event. The 
presentation of an elaborate, spectacular 
program is not necessary. Parents are 
interested in knowing what their chil- 
dren have learned, and the touch of the 
spectacular, so necessary to put across 
a good program, may be given with the 
recital of passages learned by the chil- 
dren during the year. Children do so 
like to wear a colored badge, to carry 
a banner, to represent characters, that 
we may introduce such touches with- 
out in any way detracting from the rev- 
erence of the service. 

The leaders of each department should 
determine in advance of promotion day 
just what they want the boys and girls 
to do on that particular Sunday. Then 
time may be spent each Sunday in drill- 





ing the children in this special Bible 
work. Following are several drills that 
have been successfully used, each of 
which is based on the actual Bible work 
which has been a part of the regular 
program. 

The Juniors gave a demonstration of 
their memory work, which they de- 
clared was “the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God.” Each Junior 
carried a long sword, made of thin wood 
(perhaps plywood). Some of the swords 
were lavishly decorated with gold, sil- 
ver, red, or blue stars. Others were 
plain and unadorned. Each decorative 
emblem represented some portion of the 
memory work which -had been a part of 
the requirements in that department. 

There could be no jealousy on the 
part of pupils because some of the 
swords were more beautiful than others; 
each was as beautiful as the faithful- 
ness of the owner made it. The parents 
who were in attendance that day also 
received an object lesson which some 
very much needed; they were made to 
appreciate the need of co-operation with 
the teacher in helping the child to pre- 
pare his Bible school lesson. It is not 
only day school; homework which re- 
quires supervision; there is something 
also demanded’ for the Bible school. 

A most effective dramatization of the 
Beatitudes was given in one _ school. 
Seven of the girls wore sashes of crepe 
paper in the colors of the rainbow. Each 
sash was draped from the left shoulder 
and tied over the right hip. In turn, 
each girl recited one of the Beatitudes, 
then the group of boys and girls stand- 
ing behind her, chanted the words on a 
note of the scale, beginning with “C.” 
The piano gave the correct note. After 
the note “B” was reached, the teacher 
appeared and explained how all seven 
colors of the rainbow blended together 
form white. The entire group, wear- 
ing white sashes, stepped to the front 
of the platform and stood quietly as the 
teacher continued: 

“Just so it takes the whole rainbow 
of seven Beatitudes to form the pure 
white life of a Christian character, and 
as the eighth note of the scale is ex- 
actly the same as the first, only an oc- 
tave higher, so our lives, if we sing 
them the Jesus way of living, all the 
way up the scale, will reach this higher 
note.” Together the group then chanted 
on the upper “C” the last of the Beati- 
tudes. It was an impressive number. 

Many of the Psalms lend themselves 
to simple dramatization, and where this 
is followed, the words take on new 
meaning. Not only do the boys and girls 
who participate in the dramatization 
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gain a clearer picture of what the words 
convey, but those who view the presen- 
tation are also benefited. 

The Twenty-fourth Psalm is one that 
can be so handled. Here is how a group 
of junior high school students presented 
it. The boys, working under direction, 
met afternoons after school and made a 
replica of the ark of the covenant, fol- 
lowing the directions as given in the 
» Bible, and copying pictures which they 
found in books. This was an excellent 
project. 

The girls of the department, dressed 
in white, were grouped on the plat- 
form, and, as the boys carrying the ark 
advanced slowly down the aisle from 
the rear, chanted the first part of the 
Psalm: 

“The earth is the Lord’s and the full- 
ness thereof; the world and they that 
dwell therein. For he hath founded it 
upon the seas, and established it upon 
the floods.” d 

The boys stood still while the girls 
asked: “Who shall ascend into the hill 
of the Lord? Or who shall stand in his 
holy place?” 

Boys, advancing a few steps, replied: 

“He that hath clean hands, and a pure 
heart; who hath not lifted up his soul 
unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.” 

Alternately boys and girls continued 
with the Psalm, and, as they reached 
the last part, the girls in a challenging 
tone inquired, 

“Who is this King of glory?” 

The boys then replied slowly and im- 
pressively: ; 

“The Lord of hosts, he is the king of 
glory.” 

The girls spread out along the plat- 
form, making a-pathway through which 
the boys passed as they brought the ark 
to the altar. 

This number has value in that a Psalm 
is learned, it is studied so as to get its 
exact meaning, the value of the ark is 
remembered, and there has been a lot 
of participation on the part of the boys 
in creating the replica. 

A Bible or Sword Drill may be used 
effectively, and will serve to show the 
familiarity of each boy or girl with his 
or her Bible. A number of simple ques- 
tions concerning the general make-up of 
the Bible may be asked the group, to 
be answered in unison, then such ques- 
tions as the following, each to be lo- 
cated and read: 

Leader: “Bibles ready!” Bibles are 
held aloft in right hand and all repeat, 
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee” (Psa. 
119:11). 

The leader then asks in turn for the 
following passages and the boys and 
girls locate them and read in unison: 

The Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6:9-13). 

The Golden Rule (Luke 8:31). 

The Ten Commandments (repeat 
the first) (Exod. 20:3-17). 
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Two Great Commandments (Matt. 

22: 37-39). 

The Love Chapter (first verse) (1 

Cor, 13). 

The Shepherd Psalm (Psa. 23). 
The Christmas Story (Luke 2:8-20). 
The Greatest Gift (John 3:16). 
The Great Commission (Mark 16:15). 

Such an exercise requires repeated 
drilling, so that at all times the pupils 
may be able to turn to any one of these 
or other selected passages. It will prove 
to be as effective as any number that 
can be presented on a special day pro- 
gram, and has this added advantage. No 
time is spent in preparing something 
that will soon be forgotten, but each 
repetition will help to fix the facts more 
deeply in the minds of the children. And 
how the parents and others will be im- 
pressed! 

So for the special promotion or other 
special days, instead of spending time 
learning something just for that occa- 
sion, why not drill on some of the regu- 
lar required work of the department, 
and have it as nearly letter perfect as 
possible? 

MIAMI, F1ta. 


Rural Transportation Problems 
By Alma Robison Higbee 


T WAS our first Sunday in the small 

church in the little village to which 
we had moved, and which in the future, 
was to be our home. We found an 
average attendance of adults, a goodly 
number of Juniors, but only one Inter- 
mediate girl. No Intermediate boys. 
When we asked the pastor the reason, 
he explained that in rural communities, 
few farmers were regular churchgoers 
because of the night and morning chores, 
and that lack of transportation often kept 
girls and boys away from Sunday school 
after they reached the age of usefulness 
on the farm. 

A few days later, I was asked to work 
in Vacation Bible School in the Inter- 
mediate age group, and since I had pre- 
viously worked in this department, I 
gladly accepted. By going out and 
bringing the girls in, we finally rounded 
up five, and since we were short of 
workers, I had them for the entire 
morning session daily, even for the story 
period and handicraft. During the two 
weeks of school I got to know them well. 
Only one had accepted Christ as Sav- 
iour, so for me, this was a fertile field, 
and one ready for harvest. 

Two of the girls were won to the Lord 
during the school, but I knew that my 
work ‘did not end there. I told each 
of the girls that I would drive out on 
Sunday, pick them up for Sunday school, 
and take them home after service; and 
this we did. My husband is an ardent 
Christian worker, and, while I talked 
to mothers and sisters, he made the ac- 
quaintance of fathers and brothers, in- 
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viting them to church, but telling them 
that we would be along each Sunday, 
to pick up all who would go with us. 

The first Sunday, we got only one girl. 
The following Sunday, she and a younger 
brother came. Before a month had 
passed, we usually had our station 
wagon filled with teen-age girls and boys. 
As soon as we got our crowd, we would 
begin singing and the youngsters loved 
every minute of it. Often we would 
leave home a little early, pick up a 
couple of our teen-agers, and go to call 
on other boys and girls who had, not 
been enlisted. Our Intermediate Depart- 
ment grew amazingly, and before sum- 
mer was over, we were able to organize 
a combination Junior and Intermediate 
Union, and here, too, we found the 
transportation a great help, as many of 
the farmers were choring at six or six- 
thirty, though few of them objected to 
boys and girls going if we furnished the 
transportation. 

This little personal work on our part 
has had unbelievable results. A family— 
mother, father, three grown dapghters 
(one of them a Vacation Bible School 
girl), and two boys, both Intermediates— 
have found the Lord and are now valu- 
able workers in the church, training 
union leaders, choir members, and 
teachers. The five young people in this 
family have been instrumental in bring- 
ing in many of their friends, enlisting 
them in every activity of our church, 
and in every phase of church work, 

This began six years ago, and we still 
use our wagon each Sunday, not only 
to bring boys and girls from the outly- 
ing sections to Sunday school, but for 
training union on Sunday evening. To- 
day, a fine group of boys and girls are 
growing up in our church, taking their 
places and leading others to the Lord. 
This has been a rich and rewarding ex- 
perience to my husband and me, and 
many of our beloved “youngsters” have 
walked the aisle to acknowledge Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. We are greatly 
blessed because our Lord and Master 
has so greatly multiplied our poor efforts. 


LaTHROP, Mo. 
pd 


Everlasting Life 
(Continued from page 683) 


“To deliver such an one unto Satan for 
the destruction of the flesh, that the 
spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jefus” (1 Cor. 5:5). “But ye are 
come unto mount Sion ... and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect” (Heb. 
12:22, 23). “And when he had opened 
the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 
souls of them that were slain for the 
word of God, and for the testimony 
which they held” (Rev. 6:9). 

On the mount of Transfiguration “there 
appeared unto them Elias with Moses: 
and they were talking with Jesus” 
(Mark 9:4). Now from Paul’s plain 
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words, we know “that flesh and blood 
¢annot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incor- 
ruption” (1 Cor. 15:50). Hence, the 
three disciples were permitted to see 
the spirits of these holy men, the body 
of Moses having been buried by God 
Himself, and the body of Elijah fading 
away without any experience of death, 
as the chariot bore him Heavenward. In 
the same way, Paui says, “Yea, though 
we have known Christ after the flesh, 
yet now henceforth know we him no 
more” (2 Cor. 5:16). And, “Now the 
Lord is that Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:17). The 
Kingdom of God is spiritual. 

(To be continued) 


w 
Brighter Aspects 


(Continued from second page) 


(Heb. 6:10). If we are working only 
for fame in this life, we shall be like 
the hypocrites of whom the Lord Jesus 
said, “Verily I say unto you, they have 
their reward” (Matt. 6:2). He com- 
manded us .to lay up “treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal: for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also” 
(Matt. 6:20, 21). The treasures of this 
earth are temporary, and we may lose 
them at any time even/in this life. But 
as we work for God we have the satis- 
faction of knowing that we are laying 
up treasure in Heaven and that He will 
reward us. 


; THE SEcOND COMING OF CHRIST 

“Death and taxes are sure,” says the 
world. But for the Christian, though 
taxes are reasonably certain, death is 
not so. Not all believers know it, for 
some have not been instructed; but all 
believers should be “looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appear- 
ing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13); at which time 
all living believers will be instantly 
transformed and will not need to pass 
through death. In the greatest chapter 
on the bodily resurrection, the Apostle 
Paul says: “Behold, I shew you a mys- 
tory; we shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed” (1 Cor. 45:51, 52). 
Again, he wrote to the Thessalonians: 
“For this we say unto you by the word 
of the Lord, that' we which are alive 
and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep. 
For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together with 
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them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one an- 
other with these words” (1 Thess. 4:15- 
18). These words are perfectly plain, 
but how often church members read 
them or hear them read without having 
their hearts gripped by them and awak- 
ing to the glorious fact that they are 
meant for our instruction and encour- 
agement here and now! No one but a 
true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ 
has this “blessed hope.” 


A HoME IN HEAVEN 


Beyond all the joys and blessings 
which are given in this life to every be- 
liever is the assurance of an eternal 
home in Heaven. We are not given in 
the Scriptures a great many details con- 
cerning it, perhaps, as has been, sug- 
gested, that we may not be continually 
dissatisfied with our earthly homes and 
have an inordinate longing for Heaven. 
But, on the other hand, perhaps we do 
not meditate on it as often as we might, 
for surely its anticipated glories would 
lift our hearts and help us bear our 
present trials. How wonderful to think 
that there “God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain: for the former things are passed 
away ... and the city had no need of 
the sun, neither of the moon, to shine 
in it: for the glory of God did lighten 
it; and the Lamb is the light thereof’! 
(Rev. 21:4, 23.) There is so much woe 
in the world, and we have become so 
used to tears, death, sorrow, and pain 
that it is hard for us to conceive of a 
world without it. Think for a moment, 
in modern terms, of certain practical 
aspects of it: no ambulances, hospitals, 
operating rooms, delivery rooms, nurses 
and doctors as such (though we are 
thankful for them on this earth and they 
will be there as redeemed people); no 
fire or police departments; no accidents; 
no law courts or prisons; no army, navy, 
and air force; no threat of atomic 
weapons, 

But in Heaven the absence of these 
will constitute only a small part-of its 
peace and joy. There we shall be re- 
united with our redeemed loved ones; 
and not only so, but we shall have op- 
portunity to talk with men and women 
of God of past centuries of whom we 
have read in the Bible and Christian 
biography. But, best of all, “the throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; 
and his servants shall serve him: and 
they shall see his face; and his name 
shall be in their foreheads. And there 
shall be no night there; and they need 
no candle, neither light of the sun; for 
the Lord God giveth them light: and 
they shall reign for ever and ever” 
(Rev. 22:3-5). 
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A Vacation of a Lifetime 
in the Hawaiian Islands 


HERE are few people who have any - 

interest in travel that have not hoped 
some day they could visit the Hawaiian 
Islands. A trip has been arranged by 
The Sunday School Times Company, in 
co-operation with the Northern Pacific 
Railway Company, to leave from Chi- 
cago, September 26, and return thereto 
on October 18. 

There are many advantages of this 
particular trip, such as the following: 

1.The trip is under’ competent, 
friendly leadership. You will travel 
with a congenial group of Christian peo- 
ple. You will be pleased with the trip 
itself, and with the good fellowship. 

2. The tour will be during the ideal 
season to travel in the Western United 
States and Hawaii, avoiding congestion . 
and crowds, and taking advantage of 
lower prices wherever possible. You 
will see more, travel better, and pay 
less than on midwinter and summer 
cruises to Hawaii. 

3. The most modern railroad trans- 
portation will be used: the new vista 
dome North Coast Limited of the Bur- 
lington and Northern Pacific Railroads, 
westbound, and the Santa Fe, eastbound. 

4. You will experience a variety of 
travel over the Pacific: a large DC-6B 
plane to Honolulu, and the magnificent 
S.S. Lurline of the Matson Navigation 
Company from Honolulu to Los Angeles. 

5. You will live luxuriously in the 
Islands, part time at the European-plan 
Moana Hotel, which occupies the best 
area on Waikiki Beach; and part time 
at the American-plan Royal Hawaiian 
Hotel, one of the finest resort hotels in 
all the world. 

6. Your sight-seeing and educational 
program in Hawaii is one of the finest, 
and includes comprehensive tours on the 
islands of Oahu, Kauai, and Hawaii. 

7. A full day in Seattle, with sight-see- 
ing, and accommodations at the fine 
Olympic Hotel. 

8. Almost two days in Los Angeles. 
with sight-seeing of unusual interest 
and beauty, and accommodations at. Los 
Angeles’ magnificent Biltmore Hotel. 

9. Freedom from care of luggage and 
tipping and the arrangement of all de- 
tails. 

An attractive folder, giving rates and 
all detailed information, may be had by 
writing to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Execu- 
tive Vice-President and Secretary of 
The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. Mr. Jaeger will 
be with the party throughout the entire 
trip. 

ve 


Renewing grace works as great a 
change in the soul as the turning of a 
dead stone into living flesh—Matthew 
Henry. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 16. CHRIST AMONG THE CHURCHES 


Matthew 18:20, John 21:1-14; Revelation 1 to 3; printed text, Revelation 1:9-11, 17, 18; 3:14-22 


Golden Text.—Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, = open the door, | will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me.—Rev. 3:20 


THE KiInGc JAMES VERSION 
Rev. 1:9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion 
in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of 
God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 


10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind 
me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 

11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: 
and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the 
seven churches which are in Asia; ‘unto Ephesus, and unto 
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto 
Sardis, and unto ie aie and unto Laodicea. 


17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And 
he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; 
I am the first and the last: 

18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and 


15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I 
would thou wert cold or hot. 

16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thu 
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 

18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest 
be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou 
mayest see. 

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous 
therefore, and repent. 

20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come -in to him, and 
will sup with him, and he with me. ° 

21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in 
my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with 
my Father in his throne, 


of death, 


Chap. 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodi- 
ceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and 
true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

HE Book of Revelation was written 
Tw one whose name was John (1:1, 

4, 9). Our earliest traditions point 
to John the apostle, who thinistered to 
a circuit of churches, with center in 
Ephesus, and who was banished to Pat- 
mos in the persecutions of the Emperor 
Domitian in the last decade of the first 
Christian century. The differences in 
the language and style between John’s 
Gospel and the Apocalypse can be ex- 
plained on any one or more of three 
hypotheses: (1) the great difference in 
the subject; (2) development of style 
between the time of writing the Gospel 
and the time of writing the Revelation; 
(3) an Aramaic origin, translated into 
Greek by a Greek scholar. The date is 
probably about A.D. 96. 

While the early chapters of the Book 
have to do with conditions existing in 
the Asian churches of. that period, we 
have here definitely a prophetic Book. 
The schools of interpretation are mainly 
four. There is the Preterist school, 
which practically exhausts the meaning 
of the Book in the early period of 
church history, leaving little but his- 
torical interest in it for later generations, 
There is the Historicist school, which 
sees in the Book a consecutive proph- 


22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 


unto the churches. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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ecy of world history from the time of 
John to the consummation of all things. 
There is also an interpretation, some- 
times called the Poetic interpretation, 
which sees in Revelation a poetic and 
‘dramatic presentation of the great~prin- 
ciples governing the struggle of good 
and evil, with the ultimate triumph of 
right. The value of this is that it offers 
equal application to all generations. The 
most widely acceptéd interpretation in 
fundamentalist circles is the Futurist, 
which throws most of the Book over to 
the end time. The criticism most fre- 
quently offered against this view is that 
it robs the Book of all significance to 
all generations between John and the 
end of the age. 

There can be no doubt that the Book 
points to the mighty spiritual conflict 
which will characterize the days of the 
consummation, but in seeing this (as 
the dispensational view clearly does), 
we must seek meaning in the Book for 
the struggling saints of all generations. 


Verse by Verse 

Rev. 1:9.—“I John . . . tribulation... 
the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ . . . Patmos, for the word of God, 
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 
Note John’s description of himself, and 
also the phrase, “kingdom and patience.” 
A far cry from the impatient clamoring 
for place in the Kingdom (Mark 10:35- 
37). John was in Patmos, exiled because 


he preached the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, but also be- 
cause God had a word and testimony to 
give him there. We can see both mean- 
ings in “for.” 

Verse 10.—“. . . in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s day .. .” Some believe that John 
is here telling us that in spirit he was 
carried forward to the prophetic day of 
the Lord, which would fit in with the 
futurist-interpretation of the Book. Most 
hold the simpler view, that John was 
lifted into the prophetic state by the 
Holy Spirit on the first day of the week, 
which by this time had taken on special 
significance in the church as the Lord’s 
Day, in remembrance of His resurrec- 
tion. 

Verse 11.—*. . . Alpha and Omega, the 
first and the last . . . write in a book, 
and send .. .” The risen Lord gives an 
introduction of Himself, and a commis- 
sion to His servant. He assumes divine 
titles. See Isaiah 41:4; 48:12. 

Verses 12 to 16 contain the remarkable 
description of the risen Lord in phrases 
full of symbolic significance. 

Verse 17.—*. . . I fell at his feet as 
dead .. . Fear not; I am the first and 
the last.” He did not thus affect His 
disciples when He appeared to them im- 
mediately after His resurrection. But 
Paul (Acts 9;3-8) and John were eye- 
witnesses of His heavenly glory, and it 
was too much for mortal eyes, 
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Verse 18.—*. . . he that liveth, and was 
dead ... alive for evermore... the keys 
of hell and of death.” Better, the “liv- 
ing One.” For “I was dead,” read, “I 
died.” It is an aorist, not describing a 
state but an action. He not only lives 
but is vested with all authority in the 
unseen world. 

Chap. 3:14.—“. . . the church of the 
Laodiceans . . . the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the 
creation of God.” See Colossians 4:15, 
16. Notice how many of the introduc- 
tory descriptions of Ghrist in the letters 
are taken from the full description in 
the first chapter. For this, see 1:5. The 
phrase “the beginning of the creation 
of God” does not mean the first item in 
the succession of created beings and 
things, but the One in whom all creation 
finds its origin. , 

Verse 15—“I know thy works... 
neither cold nor hot .. .” Note the 
phrase “I know” in all the seven letters. 
Judgments are not based on half knowl- 
edge with Him. 

Verse ‘16.—“. . . lukewarm .. . I will 
spue thee out of my mouth.” The Lao- 
dicean condition is summed up in the 
one word, “lukewarm”—not completely 
indifferent, but not sufficiently commit- 
ted to do any good. 


Verse 17.—“Thou sayest ... and know- 
est not .. .” states the tragedy of this 
needy, yet self-sufficient church. What 
we say about ourselves and what God 
knows about us are two very different 
things. 

Verse 18.—“I counsel thee . . 

. . white raiment ... eyesalve.. 
They would have to believe the divine 
estimate (v. 17) before they would ac- 
cept the divine council. The Lord has 
abundant provision for every need of 
His Church. 

Verse 19.—‘As many as I love, I re- 
buke ... repent.” Our Lord’s criticism 
is not that of scorn, but of love, and con- 
stitutes a call to repentance. 

Verse 20.—*. . . and knock .. . hear 
my voice ... open the door, I will come 
in...” The Lord may “spue out” a 
church organization as unworthy (v. 16), 
but He will still offer Himself to all who 
realize their need of Him. 

Verse 21.—“. . . to sit with me in my 
throne .. .” Where the condemnation 
is severest, the proffered reward is great- 
est. To overcome in a Laodicean situa- 
tion would seem to be more difficult 
than in any other. 

Verse 22—“‘He that hath an ear... 
the Spirit saith unto the churches.” An 
echo of our Lord’s teaching in the days 
of His flesh, but now enlarged and ap- 
plied to the churches. 


. gold 
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The Heart of the Lesson 

The Epistle of Paul to the Ephesians 
presents the Lord Jesus as the great 
head of the Church (1:22, 23; 4:1-16; 5: 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. September 9.—The Source of Hu- 
man Conflicts. 
Luke 22: 31-34, 54-62; James 3 and 4 
Next Week’s Lesson 
13. September 23.—The Kingdom Tri- 








umphant. Matthew 6:4-13; Rev- 
elation 7:9-17; 11:15-19a 
23-32). We are too inclined to hold this 


doctrine as something mystical, with lit- 
tle practical application. It was not so 
with Paul, To him, the Headship of 
Christ was not some far-off truth, some 
visionary situation to be realized only 
when the church is glorified, but it 
meant the lordship of Christ in the local 
church. What, for instance, is his First 
Epistle to the Corinthians if not an ap- 
plication of the headship of Christ to 
the affairs of the local church? 

In the first three chapters of Revela- 
tion the same truth is presented. Even 
the glorious vision of the ascended Lord, 
depicting Him as the great head of the 
Church, relates His office to local as- 
semblies, specifically identified for us (1: 
11). These seven are, doubtless, repre- 
sentative and symbolic, but they were 
seven actual churches with specific needs 
and conditions that called for attention 
and cure. We sorely need renewed em- 
phasis on the headship of Christ in the 
local church today. That would do away 
with all the expediency, all the catering 
to carnal whims, all the submitting to a 
church “boss,” and many other things 
which plague our churches and weaken 
their testimony. We must learn anew 
to direct our church affairs on the basis 
of Paul’s first prayer to Christ, “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO is the John mentioned in Reve- 
lation 1:1, 4, 9, and so forth? 

2. To whom was the Book of Revela- 
tion. written? 

3. Why was John on the island of Pat- 
mos? 

4. What is significant about the titles 
by which the risen Lord introduced 
Himself to John? 

5. Where was Laodicea situated? 

6. Where else in the New Testament 
is the church in Laodicea mentioned? 

7. For what three occupations was 
Laodicea noted? - 

8. What one word describes the spir- 
itual condition of the church in Laodi- 
cea? 

9. What spirit characterized Christ’s 
criticism of the church in Laodicea? 

10. How is the phrase, “the beginning 
of the creation of God,” erroneously in- 
terpreted by Jehovah’s Witnesses? 

(Answers on page 695) 
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The example of Christ’s dealings with 
a local church in our lesson is the 
church of the Laodiceans. Here was a 
church into which the spirit of the world 
had entered. While other churches 
struggled with poverty (2:9), the church 
in Laodicea was plagued with wealth. 
With the wealth came a sense of self- 
sufficiency and independence. “I have 

. . need of nothing,” was the boast of 
the church which mistook worldly opu- 
lence for spiritual riches. Thus the first 
fervor was gone. There was no follow- 
ing after holiness with ardent desire. 
At the same time, these people realized 
the superiority of Christianity over the 
old paganism, and could not dream of 
turning back to their former state. They 
were proud of their Christianity. So 
they were not cold, but neither were 
they hot. They would not become aban- 
doned worldlings, but neither would 
they go all out for Christ. They were 
lukewarm, and so nauseated the Lord. 

The Lord could not dwell in such an 
atmosphere, so He stood apart, as Moses 
had done before (Exod. 32:26), and 
called on those who would to receive 
Him in a deep, inward fellowship of 
the spirit (Rev. 3:20). The local church 
is basic in the New Testament economy, 
but when a local organization ceases to 
function as the body pf Christ, the great 
Head has a way of separating to Him- 
self those who will seek His gold, His 
dress, His pharmacy rather than those 
of the world. Here is a solemn call to 
every church. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. John, the messenger to the churches 


(Rev. 1:9-11) 
* 2. Jesus, the Lord of the churches (vs. 
12-18) 
3. Laodicea, one of the churches (3:14- 
22) 


Topics for Development 


Laodicea. Situated at the junction of 
three great roads, Laodicea was a not- 
able banking center, and therefore “rich, 
and increased with goods.” It was famed 
also as a clothing center. In addition, 
the city was a medical center, boasting 
a school for the training of physicians. 
All these facts are reflected in the letter. 
In the midst of material prosperity, the 
church was spiritually poor. Clothed in 
fine raiment, the Christians were naked 
in the realm of spiritual adornment. All 
the ointments of the medical school 
could not open the eyes of their hearts 
to spiritual reality. So often a church 
reflects its environment rather than its 
heavenly origin and destiny. What 
about your church and mine? 

Lukewarm. This was our Lord’s con- 
demnation of the church in Laodicea. 
Why was it so terrible an indictment? 
Because lukewarm is neither cold nor 
hot, neither one thing nor another, but 
an attempt to be two opposite things at 
the same time. A hostess will often ask, 
“Will you have hot tea or iced tea?” 
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She never asks if you will have luke- 
warm tea. Why? Well, who wants it? 
If she served lukewarm tea, it would 
be a social disgrace. A lukewarm Chris- 
tian is a spiritual disgrace. He does not 
love the Lord enough to -be wholly His, 
yet he dare not be an out-and-out 
worldling. Now a hot Christian may go 
to some excesses, but the Lord can deal 
with these; and a cold Christian shows 
exactly where he stands, and can be 
dealt with accordingly. But a lukewarm 
Christian has enough of the warmth to 
pass for a Christian and enough of the 
cold to fraternize with the world, and 
is difficult to pin down. Such a Chris- 
tian “sickens” the Lord. Let us beware 
of this tragic condition. 


Practical Applications 

Tribulation is not only a frequent re- 
sult of faithfulness to the Word and the 
Testimony, but is also a fruitful means 
of increase (1:9; see Phil. 1:12). 

If we were “in the Spirit” every 
Lord’s Day, we should more often hear 
the voice of the Lord, not just the voice 
of the preacher (1:10). 

What we learn of Jesus should be 
passed on to others (1:11). 

Jesus lives—therefore, we fear not life 
or death (1:18). 

What men say of themselves and what 
God knows of them may be very differ- 
ent things. It is better to accept God’s 
estimate, and do something about it 
(3:17). 


Golden Text 

Rev. 3:20.—*. .. I stand .. . and knock 

. I will come in... will sup with him, 
and he with me.” Instead of sitting on 
the throne, reigning, He is standing at 
the door, knocking. Why should the 
nail-pierced hands be knocking when 
they ought to hold the scepter of our 
lives? He reigns in Heaven: why not 
in my heart? Only then shall true feast- 
ing begin. 

ELmuurst, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuGGESTED HYMNS 
“Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious” 
“Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus!” 
“Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Heavenly Father, Thou dwell- 
est in light unapproachable, yet dost call 
us to draw near unto Thee repenting of 
our sins and trusting in the shed blood 
of Thy dear Son. We thank Thee for 
this way of pardon and approach to 
Thee and for the fact that Thine is a 
throne of grace to Christians where they 
find pardon and help as their need re- 
quires. Bless our study of this lesson. 
Bring its truth with power to each one. 
If any heart among us is closed to 
Christ, let it be opened to Him today. If 
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we are just lukewarm Christians,” draw 
us fully to yield to Christ that we may 
be brightly shining lights for Him. For- 
give our unworthiness and all our evil 
ways. Cleanse us and fill us with warm, 
Christlike love for God and men. Wher- 
ever men suffer and are afflicted, be at 
hand to help, sustain, and deliver. 
Wherever good soldiers of Christ are 
hard pressed, give new courage, strength, 
and help. Bring soon the blessed time 
when sin’s reign shall cease and Christ 
shall be all in all. We ask these things 
in His name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Today we have 
looked into that mysterious, closing book 
of the Bible, Revelation—and have seen 
how it begins. We looked at its picture 
of our risen Lord appearing from 
Heaven to John, the same disciple who 
years before had leaned on Jesus’ bosom. 
But now, so majestic and glorious is the 
Lord Jesus, that John falls before Him 
like one dead. But, with the same ten- 
der love John had often seen in his 
Master, the glorious Christ gently 
touches John and tells him not to fear, 
but to write the Saviour’s message to 
each of seven churches. 

The last of those letters forms the sec- 
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ond part of our lesson, the letter to the 
church of Laodicea. This church was 
neither hot nor cold, but sickly luke- 
warm. Christ is not inside this church, 
but outside; patiently knocking for ad- 
mission. “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock,” He says. He adds, “If any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come in .. .” (Rev. 3:20). There 
are lukewarm churches today, and we 
may think the only thing to do is to 
leave such a church for one on fire for 
the Lord. But here the Saviour seeks 
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to change the lukewarm church by get- 
ting into the lives of people connected 
with it so that they shall be warmly in 
love with Him. He pleads for those who 
will to open heart and life to Him. He 
will then enter, and things will be dif- 
ferent. 

Dead churches can be revived and 
lukewarm ones set on fire for God if a 
member here and another there will 
really open his life to the risen Lord. 
If you will let Him come in and really 
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change you, your church, your home, 
your school, or your place of daily work 
can be different and better as Christ 
reaches out to athers through you. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
4 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“I John ... wus in the isle that is 
called Patmos” (Rev. 1:9).—Patmos is 
a rocky and barren island in the Medi- 
terranean. It was used by the Romans 
as a place of exile for criminals. It'is 
about twenty-five miles in circumfer- 
ence, _ 

Sailing by it, as was my privilege 
years ago, I enjoyed thinking of the 
marvelous unveiling of Christ which 
John, the aged, persecuted apostle of 
love, received during his banishment to 
this unfavorable spot. 

When a believer is persecuted for “the 
word of God, and for the testimony of 
Jesus Christ, “a Devil’s Island can be 
transformed into an anteroom of Heaven! 


“I am Alpha and Omega, the first and 
the last .. .” (Rev. 1:11).—Five double 
titles are applied to the Lord Jesus 
throughout the Holy Scriptures. Here 
we find two of them. In 2 Corinthians 
1:20 He is the “yea, and .. . Amen”; and 
in Hebrews 12:2 He is called the “author 
and finisher.” He is also the “begin- 
ning and the end” (Rev. 22:13). 

The thought of commencement and 
conclusion runs through all of them. 
Alpha and Omega are the first and last 
letters of the Greek alphabet, the alpha- 
bet of the New Testament. Christ is 
the initial and final digit in God’s alpha- 
bet. In other words, He is the entire 
alphabet of God. The Lord Jesus is the 
sum and substance of all God’s thoughts 
and words. He was God’s first word, 
and He is God’s last. , 

The Lord speed the day of the resto- 
ration of a pure language unto the peo- 
ple, “that they may all call upon the 
name of the Lord, to serve him with one 
consent” (Zeph. 3:9). What a day to 
anticipate! The day when all speech and 
all literature shall be used to praise and 
exto] Him, who is the alphabet of God! 

Then, too, He is the “first and the last.” 
He is the first because all things are 
fram Him. He is the last because all 
things are to Him (Rom. 11:36). He has 
been called the “divine ne plus ultra.” 
There is nothing beyond Him. He is 
the infinite one who Sums up, compre- 
hends all existence whether past, pres- 
ent, or future in His own being—the 
blessed Lord Jesus Christ. 

To all believers filled with fear to- 
day, He would say as He did to John 
of old, “Fear not; I am the-first and the 
last.” 
as well as His perfect humanity, He is 
able and willing to remove all fear from 








Because of His essential deity, | 
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the hearts of His people. He is ai] that 
we need for time and eternity! 


“I am he that liveth, and was dead 
. . .” (Rev. 1:18).—Dr. Louis. Talbot, 
commenting on this verse, said: “Truly, 
when I think of the flaming throne of 
God, and of the fact that one day I am 
going to stand in the presence of God, 
who is thrice holy, and before whom 
even the sinless angels veil their faces, 
I tremble with fear; but my fear, like 
John’s, vanishes when I remember Cal- 
vary—when I remember that He who 
‘was dead,’ and is ‘alive for evermore’ 
died that my sins which would unfit 
me for the presence of God, might be 
washed away. That is why He told John, 
‘I... . have the keys of hell and of 
death.’” 

Keys are a symbol of authority. All 
authority in Heaven and on earth has 
been given to the Lord Jesus Christ. In 
His own time He will use the keys of 
hell—pertaining to souls; and of death 
—pertaining to bodies; for “there shall 
be a resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and unjust” (Acts 24:15). 


“T will spue thee out of my mouth” 
(Rev. 3:16).—I read recently of a 
preacher who said he was always puz- 
zled as to why the Lord said, “I would 
thou wert cold,” until he heard a trav- 
eler relate his experience at Laodicea. 
The traveler said he asked his guide 
about all the masonry he saw in the 
place. The guide replied, “That masonry 
is the remains of the aqueduct that 
brought the water across the mountains, 
to maintain the people in health.” 

Further on they came to some hot 
springs, and on inquiring what they 
were, the guide answered, “These are 
the medicinal springs where the sick 
came for healing.” 

When they came to another spring, 
the guide smiled, and said to the tourist, 
“Drink a drop.” He had no sooner done 
so that he had to spue it out of his 
mouth. The guide said that beyond an 
emetic, it was of no use. 

Upon hearing this incident, the 
preacher said, “I saw a new reading of 
the Scripture passage.” The reading 
was, “Because thou art not like the, cold 
water coming over the mountains to 
maintain the people in health, or like 
the hot springs that are so beneficial for 
healing, but thou art lukewarm, I will 
spue thee out!” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
bod 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we'll have a memory 
contest on our card:-called “The Res- 
urrection.” For next Sunday, please re- 
view the verses on the card called “Sin.” 
Our lesson today is called “Christ 


Among the Churches,” and is found in 
the Book of Revelation. 


In the first 
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chapter we are given John’s vision of 
the risen and glorified Saviour about to 
dictate a letter to each of seven differ- 
ent churches in a Roman province called 
Asia Minor. Let us read Revelation 1: 
9-20 around the.class. John, who wrote 
tliis Book by inspiration, was the same 
John who had once leaned on Jesus’ 
bosom. But when he saw this majestic 
vision of the Lord as judge, he fell at 
His feet as dead. Then Jesus touched 
him, saying, “Fear not.” Read again 
verses 17, 18 to notice the wonderful 
words He said. After that glorious dec- 
laration to His servant John, the Lord 
told him to write the Book of Revela- 
tion. 

Chapters 2 and 3 give the letters to 
the churches. I wish we had time to 
read all seven. The Lord found some- 
thing to praise in every one of them 
but the last, Laodicea. In most of them 
He named things for which they should 
repent. As you can see, I put on one 
side of the board a list of things for 
which He praised them, and on the op- 
posite side a list of the wrong things. 
The girls on this side of the table may 
read the good things and those on the 
other side, the bad ones. “Ways that 
pleased the Lord: Doing good works, 
showing patience, being true to Him in 
spite of persecution, holding fast His 
Word, showing love and faith, doing 
service for Him.” “Wrong things: Loss 
of their first love, toleration of false 
doctrines, permitting idolatry, dead for- 
mality, lukewarmness, and pride.” 

For our lesson today we are to read 
the message to the last church, Laodicea. 
It is the saddest one, but perhaps the 
most important for us to study. Many 
people believe that the seven churches 
give a preview of what is now the his- 
tory of the Church on earth. In that 
case we must be living in the age of 
Laodicea. : 

We also need to watch that our local 
church does not become like Laodicea, 
for if it does, our Lord will no longer 
honor it with His presence. In Matthew 
18:20 Jesus said, “Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them.” I would 
rather be gathered with two or three other 
true Christians to worship the Lord in 
a shabby building than to attend the 
grandest-looking church in the world 
without the presence of Christ! He was 
outside of the church of Laodicea. 

In Revelation 3:14-22 the Lord Jesus 
referred to Himself as “the faithful and 
true witness.” The church of Laodicea 
was not witnessing for Him because they 
were lukewarm or indifferent. How 
could real Christians be _ indifferent 
toward their Saviour? He suffered and 
died on the cross, forsaken by God and 
man, because of their sins. Perhaps 
those who are lukewarm have never 
truly believed,on Him in their hearts. 
Then there are church members today 
who do not believe that Christ died for 
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their sins. They regard Jesus as a won- 
derful teacher who lived long ago. They 
are not members of Christ’s true Church, 
even though their names are on the roll 
of some denomination. 

From verse 17 we learn that the 
church of Laodicea was proud as well 
as lukewarm. They were proud of their 
fine buildings, beautiful furniture, and 
other evidences of wealth, but in the 
Lord’s sight, they were wretched, miser- 
able, and poor. He advised them to 
come to Him to get true riches found 
only in Christ, to get the robe of right- 
eousness necessary for His holy pres- 
ence, and His eyesalve which would 
enable them to see things in their true 
light. 

Verse 20 gives the Lord’s wonderful 
invitation to each individual. He was 
no longer inside the church of Laodicea, 
but. He was still ready to enter the heart 
of any person willing to receive Him. 
He would even give that soul sweet 
fellowship with Himself. 

A local church composed of people 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith ‘ 
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each one of whom has individually re- 
ceived Christ, and is living in fellow- 
ship with Him, will never be like the 
church of Laodicea. Such Christians will 
attend every meeting. possible, will love 
and pray for other Christians, and wit- 
ness for their Lord by their lives as 
well as words, and give to missions to 
help proclaim the Gospel near and far. 
If we are doing these things, we are 
helping our church to be like the ones 
the Lord praised, not like Laodicea. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our last three lessons 

in this third quarter are taken from 
the last Book in the Bible—the Revela- 
tion. The main theme of the Book is 
the revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
To reveal something is to make it vis- 
ible to the eye or to the understanding. 
May the Holy Spirit enable us to see 
Jesus in these studies, for He is the 
author of the Book, and it is His busi- 
ness and His delight to reveal Jesus to 
us through it. 

For this first of the three lessons let 
us take just one verse in the assigned 
text: “Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me” 
(Rev, 3:20). 

Why did Jesus say, “Behold”? .“Be- 
hold” means “to look.” He wants us to 
look at Him standing there at the door. 
What door? The door of our lives—the 
door of our every interest—our physical 
life in all of its phases—our mental life 
in all its thoughts—our spiritual life in 
all its possibilities. We have a door 
through which we admit whatever we 
want to come in. Jesus wants us to see 
Him standing there knocking. Why 
knocking? Because He wants to come 
in. He wants us not only to see Him 
there, but to hear Him there. What is 
He saying? He is saying He wants to 
come in. Does He want to sell some- 
thing? Or does He want to ask a favor? 
No, indeed. He wants to give something 
—the richest gift you can imagine. He 
wants us to open the door so He can 
come in, He could break the door down, 
but He will never do that. He wants us 
to open it. And what does He say He 
will do if’ we open the door? Why, 
He will come in to where we are. 
And what does He say He will do 
if we let Him in? He says He will 
eat supper with us. That means He 
will share with us our life—our prob- 
lems—our difficulties—our successes— 
our joys—our sorrows—and as He shares 
these He will direct us in all wisdom 
just what it is best for us to do. He will 
show uS a new and better way. 

It is something like this: just imagine 
we are sitting down to supper together. 
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It is our usual menu—just what we are 
in the habit of eating for supper. He 
accepts on His plate a helping from you 
and you both proceed to eat. Then you 
notice that He is unfolding a napkin 
containing some food He has brought. 
He invites you to take some of His. It 
looks a little strange to you, and you 
hesitate, but you accept a portion from 
Him, and taste it ever so lightly, be- 
cause you have never seen any food like 
that before. But you find that it tastes 
good, and you try some more and it is 
wonderful. You find yourself leaving 
your food on your plate, and as He has 
an abundant supply and offers more, you 
begin to accept eagerly that which He 
offers. You feel like saying, as the 
woman of Sychar said about the water 
of life, “Give me this water [food].” 
This will, I think, help explain what 
has often puzzled me, Why did Jesus 
say, “I . . . will sup with him, and he 
with me”? Of course if you sup with 
someone, the someone also sups with 
you; that goes without saying. But Jesus 
plans both to share your food with you, 
and also to have you eat His far better 
food with Him. For He knows when 
you once get a taste of His food, you 
will never again go back to the inferior 
and unsatisfying food you have been 
subsisting on. “O taste and see that the 
Lord is good,” says the psalmist (34:8). 

In the old baronial castles there was 
usually a jutting window which pro- 
jected out far enough for the house- 
holder to see the outside of the protect- 
ing wall and the big entrance gate. 
Enemies stalked abroad, and the gate 
was securely barred. When a knocking 
was heard, the householder would run 
to the projecting window to see who was 
there. If a friend, he would let down 
the bars; if an enemy, he would put up 
some more bars. It is as though the 
Lord Jesus stands at. the outer door of 
our castle, and calls out, “Behold! see 
who He is who knocks—the best friend 
one could ever have.” And when you 
take a fair look and see who He is, and 
understand why He comes knocking at 
your door, you will run gladly and open 
the door that He may enter—and remain. 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

Look full in His wonderful face; 
And the things of earth will grow 

strangely dim 

In the light of His glory and grace. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times; 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a@ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Not a Demand, but Good News.—Be- 

hold, I stand at the door, and knock 
(Rev. 3:20, Golden Text). Charles Had- 
don Spurgeon used to tell a story of 
a minister visiting an old lady who was 
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a member of his church, in order to 
bring her a gift of money which she 
badly needed. He knocked at her door, 
not once or twice only, but with no 
response, and he had to go away disap- 
pointed with the gift still in his pocket. 
Meeting her a few days later, he told 
her of his fruitless visit. She replied, 
with tears in her eyes, that she had 
heard him knocking, but thought he was 
the rent collector, and she dared not 
open the door for she had not the money 
to pay the rent. Spurgeon used this as 
an illustration of the Gospel. He who 
stands at the door and knocks has come 
with a gift: the knock is a Saviour’s 
knock, not that of a taskmaster. The 
Gospel is good news; news not of rent 
required, but of a debt paid; not a de- 
mand, but a free gift, which none has 
deserved or could win by merit, but 
which is offered to all—From John H. 
Johansen, in the Expositor. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


A Striking Answer.—I am Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the last (Rev. 1: 
11). What is eternity? was a question 
once asked at the deaf and dumb insti- 
tution at Paris. A beautiful and striking 
answer was given by one of the pupils, 
“The lifetime of the Almighty.”—From 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Ours Is a Living Saviour.—Behold, I 
am alive for evermore (Rev. 1:18). What 
good would it do you if your child were 
suffering torture from some peculiar 
accident to a limb, and I came and told 
you of a surgeon who lived a hundred 
years ago, and had been wonderfully 
skillful in resetting the same bone after 
that kind of fracture? I might give you 
fifty cases in which he was successful, 
and you might feel he would have been 
able to relieve your child from pain and 

revent subsequent deformity. But if I 
told yoy of!some living surgeon who 
had shown the same skill, you would 
say, “I will send for him at once, and 
put my child in his hands.” This is 
just what men have to be persuaded to 
do in relation to Christ—to realize that 
He is living still and that He is not only 
able but willing to give every man who 
asks of Him forgiveness of all past 
sins and strength to do better in time to 
come.—From R. W. Dale, D.D. Sent by 
Nena T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, II1. 


Are We What He Expects?—I know thy 
works (Rev. 3:15). It is said that dur- 
ing the latter days of the construction 
of the Brooklyn Bridge, the chief engi- 
neer was confined to his bed. Day after 
day, looking from his window, he saw 
the piers rise and the spider web of 
cables cunningly formed. When fin- 
ished, he was asked how it looked to 
him. “It is just what I expected it to 
be,” was the answer. Will Christ say 
that of us?—From the King’s Business. 
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Lesson for September 16 


Sent by the late Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


The Trial of Extraordinary Graces. 
—As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent 
(Rev. 3:19). Extraordinary afflictions 
are not always the punishment of 
extraordinary sins, but sometimes they 
are the trial of extraordinary graces. 
God has many sharp-cutting instru- 

= and rough files for the polishing 

His jewels; and those He especially 
wn Bi and means to make most resplen- 
dent, He hath oftenest His tools upon. 
—From Archbishop Leighton, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Camp Followers—or Overcomers?— 
To him that overcometh will I grant 
to sit with me in my throne (Rev. 3:21). 
When one of Napoleon’s generals asked 
him for a marshal’s baton, “It is not I,” 
said Napoleon, “that makes marshals; it 
is victory.” So says the great Captain 
of Salvation, too. The prize is “to him 
that overcometh.” It is not the mere 
camp follower, neither is it the man who 
is soldier only on parade; it is the con- 
queror in hard fight who shall sit upon 
the throne beside his conquering Lord. 
If I wish to be a white-robed palm- 
bearer before the throne on high I must 
first be a _blood-bespattered sword- 
bearer in many a conflict here——From 
the Keswick Calendar. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Priority Claim.—He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the. Spirit saith unto 
the churches (Rev. 3:22). Someone 
asked Emily Post, “What is the correct 
procedure when one is invited to the 
White House and has a previous engage- 
ment?” She answered, “An invitation 
to lunch or dine at the White House is 
a command, and automatically cancels 
any other engagement.” The Christian 
should have a daily engagement—with 
priority claim over everything—to meet 
the Lord in the secret place of prayer. 
—From the Good News Broadcaster. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Christ, Our Friend and Helper 
(John 21:1-4, 9-12) 
ID you ever get so discouraged it 
did not seem any use to go on? 
Nothing came out right. Nobody seemed 
to care—like the little girl in the fool- 
ish song: “Nobody loves me. Everybody 
hates me. I’m going out in the garden 
and eat worms!” 

I'm imagining what John and his six 
friends were saying out in the misty 
twilight of early morning on the Sea of 
Galilee. “Br-r-r, I’m soaked!” “My 
muscles ache from this rowing.” “I’m 
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starved!” “No fish after all this night’s 
work!” “And the Lord isn’t here.” The 
little group fell silent as they headed 
the boat back toward the home beach 
—no use fishing after daylight. 

But the Lord Jesus was there! As the 
men came nearer, they could see a per- 
son on the shore, but they did not know 
who it was. He called out, “Children, 
have you any fish?” “No!” “Put your 
net out on the right side of the boat 
and you will find some.” Once more 
weary arms let out the net, and now it 
was so full of fish the men could not 
pull it into the boat! Who would know 
where the fish were when they had not 
found any all night? . “It’s the Lord!” 
exclaimed John. Did the Lord know they 
were hungry and had caught no fish? 
Did He care? You finish the story by 
telling what this loving friend and 
helper did for them. 

Many years later in John’s life there 
was another discouraging time. He had 
probably been sentenced to hard labor 
in the stone quarries on a dreary island. 
Back-breaking work! A _ lonely life 
among rough men! But on the Lord’s 
Day his heart was turned toward the 
Lord. What a surprise he must have 


had! Did any of you hear from him 
about it? 
Dear Frank: I am your brother and 


one who shares with you the trouble, the 
Kingdom, and the strength to keep on 
which we have in Jesus. I was on the 
island called Patmos because of God’s 
Word and telling about Jesus. I was 
in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day and 
heard a loud voice like the sound of a 
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It’s so simple! The profits are large 

. . the selling is easy. You'll find the 
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— A CHILD — WIN A LIFE! 


Reaching public school children 

through Bible Memory Plan, Bible 

Clubs, Camps, Radio, Correspond- 

ence Lessons. 

YOU may help — write today! 
CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 

Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
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TOE-HOLD 


ON AFRICA 


WILL WE LOSE IT? 


First: Thank God for 86 years of missione 
ary evangelism in Africa. 





Then: Face these hard facts: 


& Less than 5% of Africa's total popula- 
tion are professing Christians (Protes- 
tants) 


An estimated 100,000,000 Africans — or 
half the continent's total population — 
have never yet heard the Gospel! 


q Egypt is calling for $50,000,000 to take 
Africa for Mohammed, 


@ With critical shortages of Christian li- 

terature, Communists are producing an 
average of four pieces of literature for 
every person in Africa! 


TO WIN AFRICA, WE MUST 


© Intensify missionary effort. 


® Supply Christian literature in enormous 
quantities to meet the challenge of the 
new literates. 


@ Train African Christians in soul-winning. 


WSS 


The Pocket Testament League’s Africa Cam- 
paign is helping to accomplish these goals. Mis- 
sionaries and African Christians are giving their 
wholehearted support to this Scripture distribu- 
tion and American 
dollars are needed to supply the Scripture por- 
tions. We need your help to meet this challenge. 

The eternal destiny of African souls may hinge 
on your answer! 





WRITE TO: 
ALFRED A. KUNZ, International Director 






The Pocket Testament, League 


New York 10, N .Y. 





156 Fifth Avenue 
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trumpet behind me. It said, “Write what 
you see in a book and send it to the 
seven churches.” I turned to see the 
voice that was speaking to me. When 
I turned, I saw seven gold lamps and 
someone like the Son of man among the 
lamps. He was dressed in a long robe 
and wore a belt of gold around His 
chest. His head and His hair were white, 
like white wool, like snow. His eyes 
were like a flame of fire. His feet were 
like shining brass as if made pure by 
heat. His voice was like the sound of 
many waves. He had seven stars in His 
right hand. A sharp sword with two 
edges was coming out of His mouth. His 
face was like the sun shining brightly. 
When I,saw Him, I fell. at His feet as 
if dead. He put His sight hand on me 
and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the 
First One and the Last One and the 
Living One. I became dead, and, look! 
I am alive forever and ever! I have the 
keys to death and to the place where 
the dead are. The seven stars are the 
ministers of the seven churches and the 
seven lamps are the seven churches” 
(Rev. 1:9-18, 20). 
JOHN. 


The Lord sent special messages to 
each of the seven churches. Read one 
a day this week and see how the Lord 
knew everything about each church. 
Watch for the things He might say about 
you. The promises are for you, too. 
(Rev. 2:1-7, 8-11, 12-17, 18-29; 3: 1-6, 7-13; 
14:22.) Jesus said, “I am with you 
alway” (Matt. 28:20, Memory Verse). 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


LS ped long after the Lord Jesus had 
come back to life, after having died 
for the sin of, the world, His disciples 
were eager to” see Him. Oh, they had 
seen Him, it is true, since His resurrec- 
tion. But they were becoming impa- 
tient. They wanted to see Him again. 
They wanted to talk with Him. They 


wanted to hear Him talk to them. . 


“Where is He?” they wondered. “Why 
doesn’t He come to us?” 

One evening when seven of His dis- 
ciples were together. waiting to see the 
risen Lord Jesus, they could not stand 
it any longer. Peter (who usually was 
the first to speak up, you remember) 
exclaimed, “I’m going fishing!” Before 
he had been a follower of the Lord Jesus, 
he had been a fisherman. 
fish. He had always been good at it, too. 
He was going fishing. As soon as the 
others heard that, they declared, “We’re 
coming with you!” And off they went. 


Out of the house they went, down to 
the seaside, and, gathering their nets, 
they climbed into the boat and pushed 
What did they say while 
We do not know. Were 

Were they sad? 


out to sea. 
they fished? 


they happy? Were 


He liked to . 
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they discouraged? Had they decided to 
go back to fishing, never again to serve 
the Son of God whom they had followed 
for three happy years? We do not know. 
All that we know is that they went fish- 
ing. Maybe they feared that the Lord Jesus 
was no longer interested in them. Or 
maybe they were hungry and needed 
to fish so that they could have some to 
eat and some to sell. 

But—would you believe it?—though 
they knew how to fish, though they were 
good fishermen, they did not catch one 
thing! Not one tiny fish got in their 
nets. Imagine that! And they had fished 
all night, too! 


September I, 


Finally, when the sun was pushing its . 


golden streaks into the sky, they saw 
someone on ‘the shore. He called to 
them, “Children, do you have any fish?” 

“No, we don’t,” they called back to the 
stranger whom they could scarcely dis- 
tinguish. 

“Throw your net over the right side 
of the ship, and you will get some fish,” 
the stranger commanded. 

They were tired and they were chilled 
and they were hungry. But, even though 
they did not know who it was that spoke 
to them, they obeyed. And in less time 
than it takes to tell you, their nets were 
full! They were so full that they could 
not pull them into the boat. John knew 
then who had spoken and he declared 
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Peter 
heard that, he dived off the ship and 
swam to shore. © 

The other disciples followed in a little 
ship dragging the net that was filled with 
fish. When they got to the shore, they 
saw a bonfire on the beach. Their 
breakfast was being made, for there, on 
the fire, were fish and bread! 

The Lord Jesus—the risen, living Lord 
—said, “Bring some of the fish which 
you have caught.” He Himself must 
have caught those that were already on 
the fire which He Himself had built. 
He had known how hungry and chilled 
and tired those fishing disciples would 
be. He knows everything, always! 
Peter pulled the nets in. And though 
there were 153 big fish, the nets did not 
break. The Lord Jesus saw to that. 
“Come and eat now,” He invited His 
disciples. My! What a good breakfast 
that was! It tasted good because they 
were hungry. It tasted good because 
they were cold. It tasted good because 
they all knew that the one who had 
cooked it for them was the risen, living 
Son of God. None of them had to ask 
then who He was. They all knew it 
was the resurrected Lord. 

How glad they were that they be- 
longed to one who was interested in 
them! How they loved Him for His con- 
cern! They learned that day (though 
surely they had known it before!) that 
anything at all that interested them was 
of interest to their Lord. 

That same Lord Jesus is just as in- 
terested in us as He was in the fishing 
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Lesson for September 16 


disciples. If ever we have a need of any 
kind, we can be sure that He will be 
caring for everything so that our need 
will be met (Phil. 4:19). Whenever we 
need Him most, He will be there, be sure 
of that! 
LANCASTER, Pa, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 688) 


1. John the apostle, although some 
critics hold that in doubt: 

2. To seven churches in proconsular 
Asia, whose names are given in Revela- 
tion 1:11. 

3. In the Domitian persecution he was 
exiled from Ephesus, but in the good 
purpose of God he was there to receive 
the “word ... and... testimony” of this 
Book. 

4. In calling Himself “the first and the 
last,” He was assuming titles by which 
God revealed Himself to Israel] (Isa, 41: 
4; 48:12). 

5. In proconsular Asia, on a river, and 
at the junction of three important roads. 

6. Colossians 4:15, 16. 

7. Banking, clothes 
and a medical school. 

8. Lukewarm (Rev. 3:16). 


9. Love, and desire to bring to repent- 
ance (3:19). 

10. They make Christ out to be the 
first created being instead of the uncre- 
ated One in whom all creation finds its 
origin. 

ELMHUuRST, ILL, 


manufacturing, 


‘ 
Children at Home 


Il. Poor Pussy! 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
(Retold from ‘Precepts in Practice” by A. L. O. E., 
now out of print) 

LICE silently set the table wishing 

her mother would come home. Mrs. 
Morris did not get home so they had 
to eat supper without her. Everyone 
was very quiet. 


After the supper dishes were done, 
Alice picked up her sewing again. 
Johnny read “Robinson Crusoe” and 
Uncle Jonas sat by the fire reading the 
paper. After a few minutes the uncle 
looked at the corner where the cat had 
always curled up to sleep, and mur- 


mured, “Poor Pussy!” 
Alice’s eyes filled with tears. Uncle 
Jonas glanced at her just ‘then, and, 


Seeing the tears, remémbered some- 
thing. “I bought this for you and 
Johnny to cheer you up- while Mother’s 
away,” he said, reaching into his pocket 
and pulling out two packages, one of 
which he handed to Alice and the other 
to Johnny. He had bought them each 
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their favorite kind of candy, and they 
did not get any kind of candy very 
often. 

“Thank you, Uncle,” said Alice in a 
shaky voice. 

Johnny said, “Thanks a lot,” and 
started eating his right away. But Alice 
felt that she could not eat hers. She 
could not receive kindness from her 
uncle when she had not told him the 
truth about the broken bottle and the 
death of his pet. 

Uncle Jonas noticed that Alice was 
only looking at her candy, and seemed 
ready to cry. He said, “Don’t turn on 
the water works, little woman. Are 
you grieving over Pussy’s death, too?” 

“Partly,” said Alice. 

“Kind little soul!” said her uncle. 
“Don’t feel too bad about Tabby. I don’t 
think she suffered much and she was 
getting old anyway. One of these days 
I'll get you a little kitten to play with.” 

“Oh, Uncle, you wouldn’t be so kind 
if you knew,” said Alice in a trembling 
voice. 

“If I knew what?” said Uncle Jonas 
loudly. 

“If you knew [Here Johnny got up 
from his seat and went upstairs to his 
room]—if you knew,” repeated Alice, 
“that it was all my fault.” 

“What’s all your fault?” 
Uncle Jonas impatiently. 

“It was I who knocked down your bot- 
tle, and it was I who left Pussy in the 
room with it. I am so sorry!” 

“You good-for-nothing, wretched 
child!” exclaimed Uncle Jonas, hitting 
the floor violently with his wooden leg. 
“If you were a boy, I’d give you a good 
thrashing. It was bad enough to break 
my bottle and ruin my fish specimens, 
but then to poison the cat!” 

“I never dreamed it was poison,” said 
poor Alice. “I wouldn’t have poisoned 
Pussy for anything.” 

“What did you leave the cat in there 
for then?” shouted Uncle Jonas. “Why 
didn’t you clean up the mess? Oh, I 


demanded 
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Do You Make 


these Mistakes 


in ENGLISH? 


MANY PERSONS say “between you 
and I” instead of “‘between you and 
me”’—or use “who” for “whom”, 
Every time you speak or wens 
show what you are. Mistakes in Eng- 
lish reveal lack of education, refine- 
ment. Real command of English will 
nay you reach any " 
minutes a day with Sher- 

J A famous invention—and you 
= actually SEE your English improve 
It teaches by HABIT — makes it easier to do the right 
self-correcting lessons. 
Lack. of language power te A be costin: you 
thousands of dollars every year. See wh Mr. 
method can do for you; it costs nothing to find out. Write 
now for free book. ‘‘How You Can Master Good English 
in 15 Minutes a Day.’’ Sherwin aA Course in English, 
829 Central Drive, Port Washington. 


SHERWIN CODY COURSE IN ENGLISH | 
829 Central Drive, Port Washington, W.Y. 
| mE - ml Colon obligation) free 
Good 


“How You Can 
| Ene English in “1s Minutes a Day.” No| 
salesman will call. 
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TODAY 


as never before, Negro churches need 
trained leadership. The spiritual leaders of 
today and tomorrow are beingtrained atCar- 
ver Bible Institute. Will you help by prayer? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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|. East and Southeast Asia. 
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2850 Kalamazoo Ave., S.E., Grand Rapids 8, Mich. 


FOR WELL-WRITTEN 
EVANGELICAL BOOKS 


dealing with every phase of the Christian life: doctrine, 
witnessing, intellectual problems, missions, devotional 
material, Bible study and prayer, ask at your bookstore 
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Great Northwest 
Prophetic Congress 


Portland, Oregon 
October 21 to 28 


The last of the 1956 Congresses on 
Prophecy will be held in the Hinson 
Memorial Baptist Church in “Portland 
the fourth week in October, opening 
Sunday, the 21st. 


The same outstanding panel of noted 
students of prophecy that will be heard 
in Los Angeles Church of the — Door * 
October 7-14, will speak at the Portland 
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Congress. Among them are: 
John F. Walvoord Albert J. Johnson 
Alva J. McClain Archer Weniger 
Albert J. Lindsey R. L. Powell 
Lewis J. Julianel “Wilbur M. Smith 
Louis T. Talbot William F. Kerr 


J. Palmer Muntz James McGinlay 
John G. Mitchell Herman B. Centz 


The Portland Congress is sponsored b 
the evangelical ministers of Portland, 
under the chairmanship of Dr. Ernest 
Malyon. 


For your free copy of the MANIFESTO 
embonns the findings of the Interna- 
tional Congress of Prophecy held in New 
York last November, and also to iplace 
your order for the book, “Understandin ng 
the Times,” containing the leading a 
dresses at that Congress, write to: 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM, Inc. 
DR. A. B. MACHLIN, Executive Director 

Dept. S, Winona Lake, Indiana 
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suppose you wanted poor Tabby to get 
the blame for your carelessness! You 
little coward!” 

Alice burst into tears. Suddenly her 
uncle said, “Where was Johnny while 
all this was going on?” As Alice did 
not answer, he went on, “I suppose he 
was in on it, too. Where is he now? 
Safe in his room, I suppose.” 

Then he spoke less angrily, “What 
made you tell me all this, Alice?” 

Because the Bible says, “Speak every 
man truth with his neighbour,” she an- 
swered as soon as she could speak. “And 
I do want to do what the Bible says.” 

“I believe you do,” said her uncle in 
a kinder voice. “And I was wrong when 
I called you a coward. I guess it takes 
a lot of courage to confess something to 
a fiery old fellow like me. I am sorry 
I got into such a temper. I didn’t mean 
a thing I said. And I’m going to get 
you a little kitten right away. Now 
dry your eyes and eat your candy. I 
wish a few more of us had your faith 
in God.” 

Alice smiled up at her uncle through 
her tears as she answered, “I’m not a 
very good Christian, but I do love the 
Lord Jesus, and He does help me. I’m 
glad He helped me speak the truth, for 
I never would have been happy if I 
hadn’t.” 

From that day Uncle Jonas sought the 
Lord’s help to overcome his fiery tem- 
per so that he became much easier to 
live with. And this came about be- 
cause Alice had been brave enough to 
speak the truth. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
4 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








The Book of Jeremiah and Lamenta- 
tions—An Exposition. By Charles R. 
Erdman. (Fleming,H.-.Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J., $2.) With this volume the 
Professor Emeritus of Practical Theol- 
ogy at Princeton Seminary completes 
twenty-four volumes of Bible exposi- 
tions. He states that “Jeremiah holds a 
place of prime importance among an- 
cient Hebrew Prophets. . . . He stands 
second to none in the depth of his emo- 
tion, in his sympathy with the people, 
in his love for the nation, and in his 
devotion to God.” A brief but clear 
outline of the life and times of Jere- 
miah is given, enabling the “reader to 
come to a much better understanding of 
his prophecy as he continues his study 
of the writings of the one who never for 
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a moment failed in his loyalty to the 
Lord, whom he served with such con- 
spicuous fidelity during so many tragic 


years. If you have neglected the study 
of these books, Dr. Erdman can do much 
to revive your interest, 


I See ... What God Wants Me To 
Know. By Kenneth N. Taylor. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $1.95.)- Very often 
parents and teachers are at a loss to 
know how to explain to young children 
the great Christian principles and 
Scriptural truths of God’s Word. Ques- 
tions about Heaven, the angels, prayer, 
what is a Christian? who made every- 
thing? why we must sometimes be pun- 
ished, should be answered simply and 
Scripturaily if ‘the child is to grow up 
in the “nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.” This the author has done most 
acceptably. Each of the Ten Command- 
ments is discussed under an attractive 
heading that can be easily understood 
by the child: for instance: “What Is an 
‘Image’?” “No Swearing,” “Sunday Is Dif- 
ferent,” “Doing What Mother and Daddy 
Say,” and so on. The volume concludes 
with a helpful plan on “How To Use 
“This Book for Family Devotions,” and 
includes topics, questions, and Scripture 
references. The.book has stiff board 
covers, measures 81%2x11% inches, and is 
attractively illustrated. 


Neo-Orthodoxy. By Charles Caldwell 
Ryrie, Th.D., Ph.D. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; 75 cents, paper.) For many 
Evangelicals, Neo-Orthodoxy is nothing 
more than the name of a theological sys- 
tem. They know little of its significance, 
and perhaps less of its danger. Dr. 
Ryrie is concerned about this situation, 
and he has here endeavored to put into 
simple language a piesentation of the 
nature and the practical effects of this 
school of theological thought. He writes 
well, and demonstrates a real knowl- 
edge of the field. He manifests a Chris- 
tian, and therefore charitable, attitude 
toward the leaders of this new move- 
ment, but he is unsparing in his pres- 
entation of the utter inadequacy and 
positive danger of it, when judged both 
on Biblical grounds and by the stand- 
ards of logic. The booklet is intended 
to be merely an introduction to the sub- 
ject, but it admirably attains its goal 
in that regard. It may well be that, for 
the sake of brevity, some of the issues 
are oversimplified. In that case, this 
treatment will serve for some as a 
stimulus to further study of the sub- 
ject. Dr. Ryrie has done his job well, 
and his presentation serves as both an 
introduction and as a warning. 


Magic With a Message. By David Hoy. 
(Fleming H. Revéll Co., Westwood, N. J., 
paper, $1.) “The Gospel Visualized,” 
subtitle of this attractive little book of 
magical object lessons, is a concise de- 
scription of the book’s contents. Chap- 
ter 1, on “Presentation of Magic,” fully 
justifies the use of magic in illustrating 
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Bible object lessons, and sets forth the 
essential principles to be followed, if 
one would be really successful in this 
method of illustrating the Gospel. Then 
Presto and some of his little animal 
friends are introduced in the first of 
eleven clever cartoons, which help to 
make the tricks more easily understood 
and followed. The ten tricks are on 
such subjects as The Fruit of the Spirit, 
Whiskey and Life, The Indestructible 
Word, The Egg Bag (“Be sure your sin 
will find you out”), God-Sin-Man, Cross 
to Crown, and so on. Each of the tricks 
is based on Scripture portions, and with 
each is given a list with instructions for 
the use of the materials needed, and 
helpful patter suggestions (the talk that 
accompanies the performance of each 
trick). The concluding chapter, No. 12, 
gives instructions On -combining your 
tricks in groups that will best illustrate 
the experience of salvation and spiritual 
growth. Also there are the names and 
addresses of dealers who are qualified 
to furnish materials, and good advice to 
those who wish to pursue this study fur- 
ther. The book of seventy-two pages 
measures 9x6% inches and is bound with 
a plastic spiral binding. 


The God of All Comfort: By Hannah 
Whitall Smith. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; $3.) Mrs. Smith’s best known work 
is “The Christian’s Secret of a Happy 
Life,” reprinted in 1952. She had a gift 
for teaching the truths of the victorious 
life in simple language, which is now 
evident in this new edition of another 
of her works. 

In the seventeen chapters there is 
some repetition of the same truths, but 
the book is generally helpful. Its domi- 
nant note is that we are not to expect 
anything from ourselves, or look for 
victory in our own hearts, but to look 
up to the Lord in complete surrender 
and trust. 
that is written,” she writes, “not the 
thing that is inwardly revealed, that is 
to give life.” “It is simply and only 
a question of becoming acquainted with 
God, and getting to know what He is, 
and what He does, and what He feels. 
Comfort and peace can never come from 
anything we know about ourselves, but 
only and always from what we know 
about Him.” When we dwell on how 
utterly weak and foolish we are, “we 
entirely ignore the blank check of God’s 
magnificent ‘I am’ which authorizes us 
to draw upon Him for an abundant sup- 
ply for every need.” Occasionally one 
feels that Mrs. Smith has been carried 
away by her enthusiasm; but most of 
her teaching is sane and wholesome, not 
holding out sinless perfection, but show- 
ing the Scriptural remedies for our 
doubt, fear, and discouragement. Par- 
ticularly good are the chapters on 
“Self-Examination,” “Discouragement,” 


“Thanksgiving Versus Complaining,” and 
“Conformed to the Image of Christ.” 
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Expository Outlines on the Whole 
Bible. By Charles Simeon. Volumes I 
to V, Genesis to Psalms; and volumes 
XX and XxXI, James to Revelation. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6; Mich., $3.95 per volume.) These books 
have been appearing a month at a time 
and are a part of a reprint edition of 
a twenty-one-volume set. Publication 
will be completed by November, 1956. 
Here are full, meaty outlines of sane 
and spiritual expositions that were first 
delivered as sermons by Charles Simeon 
in a long and successful pastorate at 
Cambridge, England, more than a cen- 
tury ago. They form an excellent com- 
mentary on the Bible and are a practical 
aid as a source of suggestions for the 
analysis and application of the Word of 
God. Volumes 1 through 5 deal with 
Genesis through Psalms as far as Psalm 
72. Volume 20 treats James to Jude. 
Volume 21 contains, in-addition to the 
exposition of Revelation, complete and 
thorough indexes (five in all), and af 
extensive essay of great value on the 
Composition of a Sermon by the Rev. 
John Claude. This latter feature (over 
a hundred pages in length) is worth the 
price of the volume itself. It would be 
well if every student of the Word, who 
has occasion to teach and preach the 
Gospel, had opportunity to read it and 
put to use its many helpful ideas. 


Revelation Twenty. By J, Marcellus 
Kik. (Presbyterian and Reformed Pub. 
Co., Philadelphia 7; $2.) Here is an 
analysis of a key chapter in the Bible. 
Taking each verse in its turn, Mr. Kik 
presents a commentary that deals care- 
fully with such important subjects as 
the resurrections, Satan, the Millennium, 
the great white throne, death and Hades. 
The author presents material that will 
give the reader of any school of proph- 
ecy reason to rethink some details that 
have been more or less taken for 
granted. There is much here that is 
corrective in its emphasis and intent, so 
that practically any reader, whether 
pre-, post-, or amillennialist, at some 
point or other is going to raise his eye- 
brows and begin to ponder. What really 
is the first resurrection? What will 
the Millennium be like? What is to be 
taken literally and what is to be taken 
spiritually in this great chapter? These 
and other questions are dealt with in a 
stimulating way. While it will not set- 
tle every problem of interpretation for 
every reader, this book will challenge 
the Bible student to more careful think- 
ing. 


Marlin Perkins’ Zooparade. By Marlin 
Perkins, (Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 
80; $2.95.) Twenty-two mammals, per- 
sonally known to Marlin Perkins, the 
director of TV’s nation-wide “Zoo- 
parade,” are introduced and pictured 
in this beautiful volume. The author 
tells many intimate stories about the 
individual animals he has come to know 
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and love, and he also gives a wealth of 
general information regarding each 
group. The story of the midnight parade 
—from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m.—when Judy the 
elephant walked the eighteen miles from 
one zoo to another just because she flatly 
refused to ride, is amusing, especially 
since Judy was otherwise a gentle, co- 
operative creature. There was Dillinger 
the lion, who was ferocious at times, but 
who came to love Willie, his keeper, so 
that he allowed him to scratch his ears 
and even his tail—and he liked it! And 
how many people know that when a 
kangaroo is born it is only an inch long, 
about as large as a peanut; and that the 
baby stays in its mother’s pouch until 
it is four months old? An interesting, 
but little-known fact about the giraffe, 
the tallest of the animals, is that it has 
only seven bones in its neck, the same 
number man has in his neck, and only 
one-half the number in the sparrow’s 
neck, Sinbad the gorilla, well known 
to the TV audience, is “the one,” Mr. 
Perkins says, “for whom I have a great 
affection.” And, no wonder, for he liter- 
ally mothered this baby gorilla all the 
way home to America from: French 
Equatorial Africa. The book has many 
lovely illustrations, and will be a de- 
light to boys and girls and to all animal 
lovers. It is almost as good as a visit 
to the zoo; and in some ways it is even 
better. It is regrettable that a slight 
trace of evolution appears on page 78 
where it says: “Once, like all living 
creatures, sea lions came out of the sea 
and learned to live on land. They lived 
on land a long time and gradually found 
it unnecessary to return to the water.” 
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Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise 


HE Fourteenth Annual Wheaton 

Bible Lands Cruise, sailing March 6, 
1957, has been announced by Dr. Joseph 
P. Free, Archaeological Editor of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes and Professor of 
Archaeology at Wheaton College. Dr. 
and Mrs. Free are carrying on excava- 
tions at Dothan, sixty miles north of 
Jerusalem, every year, and before the 
excavation they take a cruise group 
through the Bible Lands. 

In 1957, the group will sail on the new 
American liner, the S.S. Independence. 
Dr. Free will give two lectures every 
morning or the ship during the crossing, 
in order to prepare the tour members for 
the sights to follow during the land 
sightseeing. The six-week trip includes 
three weeks in the Bible Lands and ten 
days in and around Jerusalem, giving 
a coverage which few travelers to the 
Holy Land have in the usual brief itin- 
erary. 

The tour is regularly made up of peo- 
ple from all parts of America and for- 
eign lands as well. Those on the spring 
tour enjoy the beautiful spring flowers, 
which are out in profusion during 
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March. There is also a summer tour 
which sails the end of June or early 
July each year. 

For a free descriptive bulletin on the 
tour (with no obligation), write to Dr. 
Joseph P. Free, Dept, S-101, Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, Ill. Specify whether 
you are interested in the spring trip 
(March) or the summer trip (June). 


ve 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 16 


Christian Endeavor’s Important 
Principles (Rom. 12:1-10) 
Topicg are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


E SAW something last week of the 

value of a pledge, or covenant, in 
our young people’s work. This week 
we are to think of the principles of the 
Christian Endeavor movement, the basis 
for them, and why they are fundamental 
and worthy of being put into practice. 
As a matter of fact, these same princi- 
ples may well be applied to any Chris- 
tian young people’s group, for they are 
Scriptural and basic. 


| ’ 

When the Christian Endeavor move- 
ment was begun, four principles were 
seen to be essential. They were not the 
result of a theory, first formulated and 
then tried out. Instead they were in- 
herent in the first little young people’s 
group begun in the Williston Congre- 
gational Church in Portland, Maine. They 
were, and still are, the roots from which 
fruit may be borne. Where they have 
been cut away or abandoned, the move- 
ment has suffered and become barren. 
These four principles are: 

Confession of Christ 

Service for Christ 

Loyalty to Christ’s Church 

Fellowship with Christ’s people 


se 


The first of these four principles is an 
essential of all practical Christian expe- 
rience. We read in Romans 10:9, 10, 
“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man believeth unto right- 
eousness; and with the mouth confes- 
sion is made unto salvation.” The Lord 
Jesus promised, “Whosoever therefore 
shall confess me before men, him will I 
confess also before my Father which is 
in heaven” (Matt. 10:32). In 1 John 
4:15 we find, “Whosoever shall confess 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwell- 
eth in him, and he in God.” Where 
there is unwillingness or reluctance to 
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confess Christ, we may well question 
whether or not an individual has truly 
been born again. Hence, public con- 
fession of Christ is rightly placed first 
in any organization that seeks to follow 
and serve Him. 

ve 


Confession of Christ is encouraged by 
the covenant or pledge, which includes a 
promise to take part, other than in sing- 
ing, in the weekly prayer meeting. That 
part may be a sentence prayer, a Scrip- 
ture verse, some comment on the topic, 
or a statement of Christian experience. 
The objective is not to display or de- 
velop one’s ability to speak or pray in 
public, but to show that he is a Chris- 
tian and to express his love for Christ 
audibly. It is an encouragement to other 
believers, and it may well be a stimulus 
to unbelievers to receive the Lord Jesus 
into their hearts and to experience the 
joy and peace expressed by the Chris- 
tian. 

| 


The second principle found in the 
Christian Endeavor movement is service 
for Christ. It must follow the new birth 
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and confession of Christ, never-precede 
them. We cannot serve Christ accept- 
ably until we have received Him into 
our hearts. But, once this has taken 
place, we shall want to serve and please 
the One who has loved us and given 
Himself for us. When service has no 
outlet the young Christian becomes 
atrophied, somewhat as a muscle be- 
comes useless.when not used. However, 
note that the service must be for Christ, 
at His planning and direction. It should 
not be of our own designing, lest, even 
with the best of intentions, we do that 
which may not be God’s will for us, at 
that particular time. 

4 

The third. principle is loyalty to 

Christ’s Church. The true’ follower of 
Christ will recognize from the Scrip- 
tures that, aside from denominational 
labels, he is a member, with all who 
are born again through faith in Christ, 
of His body. “For as the body is one, and 
hath many members, and all the mem- 
bers of that one body, being many, are 
one body: so also is Christ. For by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free; and have 
been ali made to drink into one Spirit” 
(1 Cor. 12:12, 13). 

$¥ 
However, service and loyalty usually find 
their natural expression in and through a 
group of believers of similar convictions, 
rather than through isolated effort. Such 
groups are often called denominations, 
and it is in the denomination, or indi- 
vidual church in the denomination, that 
a young people’s group will find its par- 
ticular field of activity, its opportunities 
for worship and Christian teaching, and 
enjoy the benefits of Christian disci- 
pline. 
to Christ’s Church at large and to the 
particular church of one’s choice. The 
responsibility of each individual is, of 
course, to be sure that the church or 
denomination in which he holds his 
membership is one that is true to the 
fundamentals of the faith, such as the 
deity of Christ, the inerrancy of the 
Scriptures, the bodily resurrection of 
Christ, and the like. Unfortunately, in 
these days, some. groups who bear the 
name of Christian do not hold fast to 
these truths. 

se 


The fourth principle under censider- 
ation is that of fellowship with Christ’s 
people. We need the encouragement, 
discipline, exhortation, and sometimes 
even the rebuke of other Christians to 
do our best. This we cannot have if 
we isolate ourselves from them. Some 
forms of Christian service cannot be en- 
gaged in without the co-operation of 
others. Even the Lord’s Supper cannot 
well be observed apart from others. 
There is a power in united prayer that 
exceeds individual prayer (Matt. 18:19, 


Hence this principle of loyalty 
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people co tremendous debt. Through 
Jews God's Holy Word was revealed. 
Our Saviour was born a Jew, 
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Millions of Jewish people tedey do 
not even know thet their Messiah, 
the Lord Jesus, died to seve them. 
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them the Gospel — now. 
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**MESSAGE 
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20). What is more, there is an inter- 
relationship with believers who have 
gone on before us to Glory, and with 
those who will follow us (Heb. 11:39; 
12:1). We may draw encouragement 
and inspiration from their example, and 
they in turn are pictured as eagerly 
watching our progress toward the goal 
fixed for us by Christ. Your group has 
profited by the sacrifice and devotion 
and consecration of earlier societies, and 
it may have a real part in setting the 
example and laying the foundation for 
groups that will follow you. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on “the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 10 to 16 


Mon.—Matthew 18:15-21. 
Christ in the Midst. 


PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” The 
cause of Christ begins in every place 
where a small group gather in His name. 
With Christ in the midst, victory is as- 
sured through the demonstrations of His 
omnipotent grace. If we drew nearer 
to Him, we would taste the bliss of His 
company. There is nothing like prayer 
for giving Christians a taste of Heaven.’ 
“As he prayed, the fashion of his coun- 
tenance was altered” (Luke 9:29). In 
these days of lost spiritual blessing, let 
us meet often one with another. Pray 
for the North Africa Mission, Philadel- 
phia. 


Tues.—Revelation 2:1-6. 
Losing Your First Love. 


PraYER Succestions: “Thou hast left 
thy first love.” These are days of spir- 
itual declension. And spiritual degen- 
eracy is certain to spread more and more 
as we near the end of the age. Many 
Christians are like smoking flax instead 
of being bright and shining lights for 
the Lord. Unless we take time to sit 
at His feet, and by meditation have our 
hearts warmed in contemplation of His 
great love, we shall fall into sins and 
their consequences. Watch and pray to 
keep on God’s way. Pray for the Native 
Preacher Company, Inc., New York. 


Wed.—Revelation 2:8-10. 
Faithful Unto Death. 


Prayer Succestions: “Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life.’ Some servants of God actually 
are called upon to work where Satan’s 
throne is located. To all such exposed 
to great trials of faith the call is: “Be 
thou faithful unto death.” Many of our 
brethren in occupied China have been 
called upon to yield up their bodies to 





death for Christ. Pray for God’s serv- 
ants living in occupied China, 


Thurs.—Revelation 2:12-17. 
At the Throne of Satan. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Where Satan’s 
seat is.”- The word “seat” is “throne” 
in the original. Satan imitates Christ's 
kingship, As prince of darkness, he gets 
in most of his wickedness in the realm 
of religion. As an angel of light he does 
the most ill to the souls of men in his 
work in this world. Yet,.despite all his 
power, Spirit-filled servants of Christ 
who live in the will of God and fight 
the good fight of faith in the Gospel way 
triumph. “The lion of Judah can break 
every chain, and give us the victory 
again and again.” Pray for Berean Bible 
School, Allentown, Pa. 


Fri.—Revelation 2:18-29. 
Hold Fast Until I Come. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But that which 
ye have already hold fast till I come.” 
Lose not one iota of the truth as it is 
in Jesus. The winds of false doctrine 
are blowing hard, but see to it that you 
lose not what Christ has taught you by 
holding it loosely. “Hold that fast which 
thou hast” (3:11). And be sure to “hold 
fast the form of sound words, which 
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus.” Unless you 
are bold, you will not hold. Pray for 
Evangelical Mission to Uruguay, Inc., 
Fresno, Calif. 


Sat.—Revelation 3:1-6. 
Clad in White Garments, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They shall walk 
with me in white.” Christian, keep in 
view the bright rewards Christ holds 
out for you. There are some tokens of 
the indwelling presence of the Spirit of 
God in believers sadly wanting in many 
professors. Wakefulness, watchfulness, 
zeal for God, haste in running for the 
prize, and self-denial are sadly wanting 
in many church members. What mean 
these calls of Christ to spiritual alert- 
ness? Do they challenge your best be- 
havior and endeavor? Pray for Fuller 
Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif. 


Sun.—Revelation 3:8-13. 
You Have Kept My Word. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Because thou 
hast kept the word of my patience, 
I also will keep thee from the hour 
of temptation, which shall come upon 
all the world, to try them that dwell 
upon the earth.” The Lord Jesus 
gives us our work, and calls upon us 
to be faithful, patiently. He Himself 
is patiently waiting until the usurper, 
who has this world now, is cast out. 
God’s grace of patience necessary 
for endurance of tests, and for the 
continuance in well doing is avail- 
able. “Let us have grace, whereby 
we may serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear” (Heb. 12: 
28). Pray for New England Fellow- 
ship of Evangelicals, Boston, 
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